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Sachin Tendulkar has been the most complete

batsman of his time, the most prolific runmaker

of all time, and arguably the biggest cricket icon

the game has ever known. His batting is based

on the purest principles: perfect balance,

economy of movement, precision in stroke-

making, and that intangible quality given only

to geniuses - anticipation. If he doesn't have a

signature stroke - the upright, back-foot punch

comes close - it is because he is equally profi-

cient at each of the full range of orthodox shots

(and plenty of improvised ones as well) and can

pull them out at will.

There are no apparent weaknesses in

Tendulkar's game. He can score all around the

wicket, off both front foot and back, can tune

his technique to suit every condition, temper

his game to suit every situation, and has made

runs in all parts of the world in all conditions.

Some of his finest performances have come

against Australia, the overwhelmingly domi-

nant team of his era. His century as a 19-year-

old on a lightning-fast pitch at the WACA is con-

sidered one of the best innings ever to have

been played in Australia. A few years later he

received the ultimate compliment from the ul-

timate batsman: Don Bradman confided to his

wife that Tendulkar reminded him of himself.

Blessed with the keenest of cricket minds, and

armed with a loathing for losing, Tendulkar set

about doing what it took to become one of the

best batsmen in the world. His greatness was

established early: he was only 16 when he

made his Test debut. He was hit on the mouth

by Waqar Younis but continued to bat, in a

blood-soaked shirt. His first Test hundred, a

match-saving one at Old Trafford, came when

he was 17, and he had 16 Test hundreds be-

fore he turned 25. In 2000 he became the first

batsman to have scored 50 international hun-

dreds, in 2008 he passed Brian Lara as the lead-

ing Test run-scorer, and in the years after, he

went past 13,000 Test runs 30,000 interna-

tional runs, and 50 Test hundreds.

He currently holds the record for most hun-

dreds in both Tests and ODIs - remarkable, con-

sidering he didn't score his first ODI hundred

till his 79th match. Incredibly, he retains a di-

vine enthusiasm for the game: at 36 years and

306 days he broke a 40-year-old barrier by scor-

ing the first double-century in one-day cricket.

In 2012, when just one month short of his 39th
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Sachin & Prof C.N.R.

Rao get

Bharat Ratna
The Government has decided to confer, the Bharat Ratna, the highest civilian award on emi-

nent scientist Prof C.N.R.Rao and cricket icon Sachin Tendulkar.

Prof. C.N.R. Rao is an eminent scientist and a well recognized international authority on solid

state and materials chemistry. He has published over 1,400 research papers and 45 books. Prof.

Rao`s contributions have been recognized by most major scientific academies around the world

through conferment of memberships and fellowships. He has been honoured with several na-

tional and international awards.

Shri Sachin Tendulkar is undoubtedly an outstanding cricketer - a living legend who has inspired

millions across the globe. During the last 24 years, since the young age of 16 years, Shri Tendulkar

has played cricket across the world and won laurels for our country. He has been a true ambas-

sador of India in the world of sports. His achievements in cricket are unparalleled, the records

set by him unmatched, and the spirit of sportsmanship displayed by him exemplary. That he has

been honoured with several awards is testimony to his extraordinary brilliance as a sportsman.

The announcement was made by Rashtrapati Bhavan within hours after Tendulkar played his

200th Test. An official statement said Tendulkar has been a true Ambassador of India in the

world of sports and his achievements in cricket are unparalleled, the records set by him un-

matched, and the spirit of sportsmanship displayed by him exemplary.

"That he has been honoured with several awards is testimony to his extraordinary brilliance as

a sportsman," it said, noting that Tendulkar has played cricket across the world and won laurels

for the country during the last 24 years since a young age of 16.

An outspoken scientist, Prof Chintamani Nagesa Ramachandra Rao is a well recognized interna-

tional authority on solid state and materials chemistry who has published over 1,400 research

papers and 45 books. He is the third scientist after C V Raman and former President A P J Abdul

Kalam to be given the Bharat Ratna.

Prof Rao's contributions have been recognized by most major scientific academies around the

world through conferment of memberships and fellowships and has been honoured with sev-

eral national and international awards, the official announcement said. He currently serves as

the Head of the Scientific Advisory Council to the Prime Minister of India.

There have been continuous demands for a long time for Tendulkar to be conferred the top

honour and the eligibility criteria for it was revised last year to accommodate sportspersons as

well. Tendulkar is also the first active sportsperson to become a Rajya Sabha member last year.

The Bharat Ratna was announced after a gap of four years with Hindustani music doyen Bhimsen

Joshi being the last recipient in 2009.

In this role and in several such roles, through the past half century and his career, Professor Rao

has led the transformation of Indian Science. Many of our country’s science policies and new

institutions owe much to his insight and leadership.

His decade of leadership of the Indian Institute of Science made that great Institute greater. His

founding and nurturing of the Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research has

shown how one can start from scratch and create a center that is comparable to the best in the

world.

Professor Rao is one of the world’s leading chemists and has broken through many barriers in

structural chemistry and materials science. His research, his teaching and his successes against

great odds have inspired generations.

Every academy in the world has recognized him and he has been conferred major science awards

internationally. The Royal Society conferred the Royal Medal, its highest honour in 2009 and its

Hughes Medal for Physical Sciences in 2000. There is a huge list of other high recognitions. The

entire country, I am sure, all our scientists colleagues, my Ministry and I join in congratulating

and saluting this great Indian and great world-scientist.”

The legendary Sachin Tendulkar got a memorable gift in his emotionally-charged farewell Test

which lasted just about two and a half days as India crushed a hapless West Indies by an innings

and 126 runs to complete a 2-0 whitewash in one of the most lopsided contests in recent his-

tory. There was an outpouring of emotions when the moment arrived as a teary-eyed Tendulkar

left the playing arena, which he dominated for 24 long years. Amid standing ovations from his

teammates as well as the fans who had thronged the stadium to see the champion for one last

time, Tendulkar walked into the sunset of his glittering career.

Starting the day at 43 for three, the West Indies were skittled out for a paltry 187 in their second

innings as Pragyan Ojha completed a match-haul of 10 wickets taking his second five-for.

Only seven sessions of play was possible in a Test match in which one of the most respected and

celebrated cricketers in the history bid goodbye to the game in front of his home crowd and his

family, many of whom watched him for the first time from the stands.

Gauging the emotional atmosphere, skipper Mahendra Singh Dhoni, once the play was extended

for 15 minutes after the fall of eighth wicket, introduced Tendulkar to roll his arms for a couple

of overs amid deafening cheers from the partisan crowd. He pitched a googly right, bowled a

few loopy half volleys which were cheered by one and all. He didn't have much luck like the first

Test but it didn't matter as Dhoni replaced Tendulkar with his frontline spinner Ashwin, who got

the ninth wicket of the West Indies innings.

Moment after the final West Indies wicket fell, the Indian cricketers converged around the 'Man

of the Moment' and handed him a souvenir stump as they came one by one to hug him.

After that a relay 'Guard of Honour' was given by Dhoni and his men as Tendulkar walked out of

the pitch one final time trying hard to

conceal his emotions under the floppy

sun hat. But one could see him wipe a tear

off as the West Indies players came down

to congratulate the legend on a wonder-

ful career.

Arjun Tendulkar, who was doing the duty

of a ball-boy, stood applauding at the

boundary line.

Starting with a 8-1 off-side field, Ashwin

bowled on Gayle's pads as he was clipped

for three boundaries in a single over by

the big-bodied Jamaican.

Marlon Samuels (11) stepped out to a

flighted delivery from Pragyan Ojha, only

to find that Dhoni had effected the easi-

est of stumpings.

Gayle also followed suit as he edged a

straighter one from Ojha for Dhoni to take a sharp catch.

At 87 for five, there was a fear that the match may well get over even before lunch session as

Narsingh Deonarine (0) offered a simple return catch to become Ojha's fourth victim of the

innings and ninth of the match.

However Chanderpaul, playing his 150th Test match offered some resistance in company of

Denesh Ramdin (53) as they added 68 runs for the seventh wicket before the veteran padded

up one from Ashwin that went straight after pitching. Chanderpaul scored 41 with four bound-

aries. Skipper Darren Sammy (1) who had demoted himself in the batting order didn't fare any

better. Ramdin, however, continued hitting the odd boundaries in between as he reached half-

century as wickets fell at the other end. It was Mohammed Shami, who brought an end with a

typical inswinging delivery that brought curtains down on a wonderful career. It was yet an-

other dismal batting performance from the West Indies as the likes of Gayle, Kieron Powell,

Dwayne Bravo, Marlon Samuels and Chanderpaul failed to live upto their expectations for the

second time in the match.

Gayle managed to score just 35 off 53 balls on Saturday, his highest in the series, that was

studded with four boundaries and a six.

A dashing batsman in the T20 format, Gayle finished the series without a single half century to

his name in the four completed innings. His scores in the series stand as 18, 33, 11, 35. A total of

97 runs in a high-profile series doesn't do justice to his enormous big-hitting potential.

However Chanderpaul played in his typical manner trying to put up a resistance against the spin

twins of Ojha and Ashwin on a track that had considerable wear and tear.

The 50 run partnership between Chanderpaul and Ramdin came off 60 balls.

Ramdin, who was fighting a losing cause, completed his 50 off 60 balls with 10 fours and a six

which he hit over deep midwicket off Ashwin's bowling.

Shane Shillingford (8) hung in there for sometime dangerously and helped Ramdin complete his

half-century. But it was only a matter of time before Shillingford finally got an off-break from

Ashwin that turned sharply to trap him plumb in-front.

At 185 for nine, when last man Shanon Gabriel walked in one anticipated a near end to a one-

sided Test match. At 11.47 am, it was Shami, who brought an end with a typical inswinging

delivery that breached through Gabriel's defence, bringing curtains down on a wonderful ca-

reer. West Indies team will have some introspection to do before the ODI series comes calling as

they have surrendered both the matches without a semblance of fight.

birthday, he became the first player to score

100 international centuries, which like

Bradman's batting average, could be a mark

that lasts for ever. Later that year, though, he

announced his retirement from ODIs after a

disappointing 18 months in international

cricket. In October 2013, having played 198

Tests, Tendulkar announced that he would quit

the longest format after playing his 200th Test,

at home against West Indies.

Tendulkar's considerable achievements seem

greater still when looked at in the light of the

burden of expectations he has had to bear from

his adoring but somewhat unreasonable fol-

lowers, who have been prone to regard any-

thing less than a hundred in each innings as a

failure. The aura may have dimmed, if only

slightly, as the years on the international cir-

cuit have taken their toll on the body, but

Tendulkar remains, by a distance, the most

worshipped cricketer in the world.

In 2002, Wisden Cricketers' Almanack

ranked him the second greatest Test bats-

man of all time, behind Don Bradman, and

the second greatest one-day-interna-

tional (ODI) batsman of all time, behind

Viv Richards. Tendulkar was a part of the

2011 Cricket World Cup winning Indian

team in the later part of his career, his first

such win in six World Cup appearances for

India. He was also the recipient of "Player

of the Tournament" award of the 2003

Cricket World Cup held in South Africa. In

October 2013, he became the only Indian

cricketer to be named in an all-time Test

World XI to mark the 150th anniversary

of Wisden Cricketers' Almanack.

Tendulkar has been honoured with the

Padma Vibhushan award, India's second

highest civilian award, and the Rajiv Gandhi

Khel Ratna award, India's highest sporting

honour. Tendulkar won the 2010  Sir Garfield

Sobers Trophy for cricketer of the year at the

ICC awards. In 2012, Tendulkar was nominated

to Rajya Sabha, the upper house of the Parlia-

ment of India. He was also the first

sportsperson and the first one without avia-

tion background to be awarded the honorary

rank of Group Captain by the Indian Air Force.

He has received honorary doctorates from

University of Mysore and Rajiv Gandhi Univer-

sity of Health Sciences. In 2012, he was named

as an Honorary Member of the Order of Aus-

tralia.

As of October 2013, Tendulkar has played 662

matches in international cricket. On 5 October

2013, Sachin Tendulkar became the 16th player

and first Indian to aggregate 50,000 runs in all

recognised cricket (First-class cricket, List A

cricket and Twenty20 combined). On 23 De-

cember 2012, Tendulkar announced his retire-

ment from ODIs.

Tendulkar is the 51st richest sportsman in the

world according to Forbes' list of world's high-

est-paid athletes for the year 2013, with his

total earnings estimated to be USD 22 million.

In October 2013, the net worth of Tendulkar

was estimated at USD 160 million by Wealth

X, making him India's wealthiest cricket player.
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On 14 November 1987, Tendulkar was selected to represent Mumbai in the Ranji Trophy, India's

premier domestic first-class cricket tournament, for the 1987–88 season. However, he was not

selected for the final eleven in any of the matches, though he was often used as a substitute

fielder. He narrowly missed out playing alongside his idol Gavaskar, who had retired from all

forms of cricket after the 1987 Cricket World Cup. A year later, on 11 December 1988, aged just

15 years and 232 days, Tendulkar made his debut for Mumbai against Gujarat at home and

scored 100 not out in that match, making him the youngest Indian to score a century on first-

class debut. He was handpicked to play for the team by the then Mumbai captain Dilip Vengsarkar

after watching him easily negotiating India's best fast bowler at the time, Kapil Dev, in the

Wankhede Stadium nets, where the Indian team had come to play against the touring New

Zealand team. He followed this by scoring a century in his first Deodhar and Duleep Trophies,

which are also Indian domestic tournaments.

Tendulkar finished the 1988–89 season as Mumbai's highest run-scorer. He also made an un-

beaten century in the Irani Trophy match against Delhi at the start of the 1989–90 season,

playing for the Rest of India. Sachin was picked for young Indian team to tour England twice,under

the Star Cricket Club banner in 1988 and 1989.

In 1992, at the age of 19, Tendulkar became the first overseas-born player to represent York-

shire, which prior to Tendulkar joining the team, never selected players even from other English

counties. Selected for Yorkshire as a replacement for the injured Australian fast bowler Craig

McDermott, Tendulkar played 16 first-class matches for the county and scored 1070 runs at an

average of 46.52.

His first double century(204*) was for Mumbai while playing against the visiting Australian team

at the Brabourne Stadium in 1998. He is the only player to score a century in all three of his

domestic first-class debuts. Sachin scored a brilliant 233* against Tamil Nadu in Ranji Trophy

semifinal in April 2000 in Mumbai,which he still rates as one of his best in Ranji career.

International career

Raj Singh Dungarpur is credited for the selection of Tendulkar for the Indian tour of Pakistan in

late 1989, and that also after just one first class season. The Indian selection committee had

shown interest in selecting Tendulkar for the tour of the West Indies held earlier that year, but

eventually did not select him, as they did not want him to be exposed to the dominant fast

bowlers of the West Indies so early in his career. Tendulkar made his Test debut against Pakistan

in Karachi in November 1989 aged just 16 years and 223 days. He made just 15 runs, being

bowled by Waqar Younis, who also made his debut in that match, but was noted for how he

handled numerous blows to his body at the hands of the Pakistani pace attack. In the fourth and

final Test in Sialkot, he was hit on the nose by a bouncer bowled by Younis, but he declined

medical assistance and continued to bat even as he gushed blood from it. In a 20 over exhibi-

tion game in Peshawar, held in parallel with the bilateral series, Tendulkar made 53 runs off 18

balls, including an over in which he scored 27 runs off leg-spinner Abdul Qadir. This was later

called "one of the best innings I have seen" by the then Indian captain Krishnamachari Srikkanth.

In all, he scored 215 runs at an average of 35.83 in the Test series, and was dismissed without

scoring a run in the only One Day International (ODI) he played.

The series was followed by a tour of New Zealand in which he scored 117 runs at an average of

29.25 in Tests including an innings of 88 in the second Test. He was dismissed without scoring in

one of the two one-day games he played, and scored 36 in the other. On his next tour, to En-

gland in July–August 1990, he became the second youngest cricketer to score a Test century as

he made 119 not out in the second Test at Old Trafford in Manchester. Wisden described his

innings as "a disciplined display of immense maturity" and also wrote:

"He looked the embodiment of India's famous opener, Gavaskar, and indeed was wearing a

pair of his pads. While he displayed a full repertoire of strokes in compiling his maiden Test

hundred, most remarkable were his off-side shots from the back foot. Though only 5ft 5in tall,

he was still able to control without difficulty short deliveries from the English pacemen."

Tendulkar further enhanced his reputation as a future great during the 1991–1992 tour of Aus-

tralia held before the 1992 Cricket World Cup, that included an unbeaten 148 in the third Test

Sydney and 114 on a fast, bouncing pitch in the final Test at Perth against a world-class pace

attack comprising Merv Hughes, Bruce Reid and Craig McDermott. Hughes commented to Allan

Border at the time that "This little prick's going to get more runs than you, AB."

Tendulkar's performance through the years 1994–1999 coincided with his physical peak, in his

early twenties. On the day of the Hindu festival Holi, Tendulkar was told to open the batting at

Auckland against New Zealand in 1994. He went on to make 82 runs off 49 balls. He scored his

first ODI century on 9 September 1994 against Australia in Sri Lanka at Colombo. It had taken

him 79 ODIs to score a century.

Tendulkar's rise continued when he was the leading run scorer at the 1996 World Cup, scoring

two centuries. He was the only Indian batsman to perform in the infamous semi-final against Sri

Lanka. Tendulkar fell amid a batting collapse and the match referee, Clive Lloyd awarded Sri

Lanka the match after the crowd began rioting and throwing litter onto the field.

After the World Cup, in the same year against Pakistan at Sharjah, Indian captain Mohammed

Azharuddin was going through a lean patch. Tendulkar and Navjot Singh Sidhu both made cen-

turies to set a then record partnership for the second wicket. After getting out, Tendulkar found

Azharuddin in two minds about whether he should bat. Tendulkar convinced Azharuddin to bat

and Azharuddin subsequently unleashed 29 runs in a mere 10 balls. It enabled India to post a

score in excess of 300 runs for the first time in an ODI. India went on to win that match.

Sachin’s cricket career
This was the beginning of a period at the top of the batting world, culminating in the Australian

tour of India in early 1998, with Tendulkar scoring three consecutive centuries. These were

characterised by a premeditated plan to target Australian spinners Shane Warne and Gavin

Robertson, to whom he regularly charged down the pitch to drive over the infield. This tech-

nique worked as India beat Australia. The test match success was followed by two scintillating

knocks in a tournament in Sharjah where he scored two consecutive centuries in a must-win

game and then in finals against Australia tormenting Shane Warne once again. Following the

series Warne ruefully joked that he was having nightmares about his Indian nemesis. He also

had a role with the ball in that series, including a five wicket haul in an ODI. Set 310 runs to win,

Australia were cruising comfortably at 203 for 3 in the 31st over when Tendulkar turned the

match for India taking wickets of Michael Bevan, Steve Waugh, Darren Lehmann, Tom Moody

and Damien Martyn for just 32 runs in 10 overs.

Tendulkar single-handedly won the ICC 1998 quarterfinal at Dhaka to pave way for India's entry

into the semifinals, when he took four Australian wickets after scoring 141 runs in just 128 balls.

The inaugural Asian Test Championship took place in February and March 1999. Held just twice,

the 1999 championship was contested by India, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. Eden Gardens hosted

the first match, in which Tendulkar was run out for nine after colliding with Pakistan bowler

Shoaib Akhtar. The crowd's reaction to the dismissal was to throw objects at Akhtar, and the

players were taken off the field. The match resumed after Tendulkar and the president of the

ICC appealed to the crowd, however further rioting meant that the match was finished in front

of a crowd of just 200 people. Tendulkar scored his 19th Test century in the second Test and the

match resulted in a draw with Sri Lanka. India did not progress to the final, which was won by

Pakistan, and refused to participate the next time the championship was held to increasing

political tensions between India and Pakistan.

A chronic back problem flared up when Pakistan toured India in 1999, with India losing the

historic Test at Chepauk despite a gritty century from Tendulkar himself. The worst was yet to

come as Professor Ramesh Tendulkar, Tendulkar's father, died in the middle of the 1999 Cricket

World Cup. Tendulkar flew back to India to attend the final rituals of his father, missing the

match against Zimbabwe. However, he returned with a bang to the World cup scoring a century

(unbeaten 140 off 101 balls) in his very next match against Kenya in Bristol. He dedicated this

century to his father.

Tendulkar's two tenures as captain of the Indian cricket team were not very successful. When

Tendulkar took over as captain in 1996, it was with huge hopes and expectations. However, by

1997 the team was performing poorly. Azharuddin was credited with saying "Nahin jeetega!

Chote ki naseeb main jeet nahin hai!", which translates into: "He won't win! It's not in the small

one's destiny!".

Tendulkar, succeeding Azharuddin as captain for his second term, then led India on a tour of

Australia, where the visitors were comprehensively beaten 3–0 by the newly crowned world

champions. Tendulkar, however, won the player of the tournament award as well as player of

the match in one of the games. After another Test series defeat, this time by a 0–2 margin at

home against South Africa, Tendulkar resigned, and Sourav Ganguly took over as captain in

2000.

Tendulkar remains an integral part of the Indian team's strategic processes. He is often seen in

discussion with the captain, at times actively involved in building strategies. Former captain

Rahul Dravid publicly acknowledged that Tendulkar had been suggesting moves such as the

promotion of Irfan Pathan up the batting order which, although only temporary, had an imme-

diate effect on the team's fortunes. In 2007, Tendulkar was appointed vice-captain to captain

Rahul Dravid. During the Indian team's 2007 tour of England, Dravid's desire to resign from the

captaincy became known. The BCCI President Sharad Pawar personally offered the captaincy to

Tendulkar. However, Tendulkar asked Pawar not to appoint him captain, instead recommending

Mahendra Singh Dhoni to take over the reins. Pawar later revealed this conversation, crediting

Tendulkar for first forwarding the name of Dhoni, who since achieved much success as captain.

Sachin Tendulkar continued performing well in Test cricket in 2001 and 2002, with some pivotal

performances with both bat and ball. Tendulkar took three wickets on the final day of the fa-

mous Kolkata Test against Australia in 2001. Tendulkar took the key wickets of Matthew Hayden

and Adam Gilchrist, centurions in the previous test.

In the 2002 series in the West Indies, Tendulkar started well, scoring 79 in the first test, and 117

in the first innings of the second.In the second test at Port of Spain, Sachin Tendulkar? scored

his 29th Test century in his 93rd test match,to equal Sir Donald Bradman's record of 29 Test

hundreds. Then, in a hitherto unprecedented sequence, he scored 0, 0, 8 and 0 in the next four

innings, getting out to technical "defects" and uncharacteristically poor strokes. He returned to

form in the last test scoring 41 and 86. However, India lost the series. This might have been the

beginning of the "decline" phase in his career which lasted till 2006.In third test match against

England in August 2002,Sachin scored his 30th test century to surpass Bradman's haul, in his

99th test match. The next test match was Sachin's 100 test match.

Tendulkar made 673 runs in 11 matches in the 2003 Cricket World Cup, helping India reach the

final. While Australia retained the trophy that they had won in 1999, Tendulkar was given the

Man of the Tournament award. He continued to score heavily in ODI cricket that year, with two

hundreds in a tri series involving New Zealand and Australia.

The drawn series as India toured Australia in 2003/04 saw Tendulkar making his mark in the last

Test of the series, with 241 not out in Sydney, putting India in a virtually unbeatable position. He

followed up the innings with an unbeaten 60 in the second innings of the test. Prior to this test

match, he had had an unusually horrible run of form, failing in all six innings in the preceding

three tests. It was no aberration that 2003 was his worst year in test cricket, with an average of

17.25 and just one fifty.

Tendulkar scored an unbeaten 194 against Pakistan at Multan in the following series. India de-

clared before Tendulkar reached 200; had he done so it would have been the fourth time he

passed the landmark in Tests. In meeting with the press that evening, Tendulkar stated that he

was disappointed and that the declaration had taken him by surprise. Many former cricketers

commented that Dravid's declaration was in bad taste. After India won the match, the captain

Rahul Dravid stated that the matter was spoken internally and put to rest.

Tennis elbow then took its toll on Tendulkar, leaving him out of the side for most of the year,

coming back only for the last two tests when Australia toured India in 2004. He played a part in

India's victory in Mumbai in that series with a fast 55, though Australia took the series 2–1.

On 10 December 2005 at Feroz Shah Kotla, Tendulkar scored his record-breaking 35th Test cen-

tury, against the Sri Lankans. After this, Tendulkar endured the longest spell of his career with-

out a Test century: 17 innings elapsed before he scored 101 against Bangladesh in May 2007.

Tendulkar scored his 39th ODI hundred on 6 February 2006 in a match against Pakistan. He

followed with a run-a-ball 42 in the second one-day international against Pakistan on 11 Febru-

ary 2006, and then a 95 in hostile, seaming conditions on 13 February 2006 in Lahore, which set

up an Indian victory. On 19 March 2006, after scoring an unconvincing 1 off 21 balls against

England in the first innings of the third Test in his home ground, Wankhede, Tendulkar was

booed off the ground by a section of the crowd, the first time that he had ever faced such flak.

2011 World Cup

and after
From February to April, Bangladesh, India, and Sri Lanka hosted the 2011 World Cup. Amass-

ing 482 runs at an average of 53.55 including two centuries, Tendulkar was India's lead run-

scorer for the tournament; only Tillakaratne Dilshan of Sri Lanka scored more runs in the 2011

tournament. India defeated Sri Lanka in the final. Shortly after the victory, Tendulkar com-

mented that "Winning the World Cup is the proudest moment of my life. ... I couldn't control

my tears of joy."

Tendulkar's results in international matches

Matches Won Lost Drawn Tied No result

Test 199 71 56 72 0 –

ODI 463 234 200 – 5 24

T20I 1 1 – – – –

India were due to tour the West Indies in June, although Tendulkar chose not to participate.

He returned to the squad in July for India's tour of England. Throughout the tour there was

much hype in the media about whether Tendulkar would reach his 100th century in interna-

tional cricket (Test and ODIs combined). However his highest score in the Tests was 91; Tendulkar

averaged 34.12 in the series as England won 4–0 as they deposed India as the No. 1 ranked

Test side. The injury Tendulkar sustained to his right foot in 2001 flared up and as a result he

was ruled out of the ODI series that followed. Tendulkar created another record on 8 Novem-

ber 2011 when he became the first cricketer to score 15,000 runs in Test cricket, during the

opening Test match against the West Indies at the Feroz Shah Kotla Stadium in New Delhi.

Ian Chappell was not happy with Sachin's performance after India's tour of Australia. He says

that Sachin's quest for his 100th hundred has proved to be a hurdle for the entire team and

has hampered their performance on the Tour of Australia. Former India World Cup winning

captain and all-rounder Kapil Dev has also voiced his opinion that Sachin should have retired

from ODI's after the World Cup. Former Australian fast bowler, Geoff Lawson, has said that

Sachin has the right to decide when to quit although he adds that Tendulkar should not delay

it for too long. The selection committee of BCCI expectedly included Sachin in the national

test squad for the upcoming series against New Zealand commencing in August 2012.

Retirement Plan
ODIs

Following poor performance in the 2012 series against England, Tendulkar announced his

retirement from One Day Internationals on 23 December 2012, while noting that he will be

available for Test cricket. In response to the news, former India captain Sourav Ganguly noted

that Tendulkar could have played the up-coming series against Pakistan, while Anil Kumble

said it would be "tough to see an Indian (ODI) team list without Tendulkar's name in it", and

Javagal Srinath mentioned that Tendulkar "changed the way ODIs were played right from the

time he opened in New Zealand in 1994".

T20s

He announced his retirement from IPL after Mumbai Indians beat Chennai Super Kings by 23

runs at the Eden Gardens in Kolkata on Sunday (26 May) to win the Pepsi Indian Premier

League 2013  Sachin retired from Twenty20 cricket and limited-overs cricket,after playing the

2013 Champions League Twenty20 in Sept-Oct 2013 in India for Mumbai Indians.

Tests

On 10 October 2013 Sachin Tendulkar announced that he would retire from the longer format

after the two-Test series against West Indies in November. Later BCCI confirmed that the two

matches will be played at Kolkata and Mumbai, making the farewell happen at his home

ground on Tendulkar's request .

Tendulkar was to end the three-Test series without a single half-century to his credit, and news

of a shoulder operation raised more questions about his longevity. In July 2006, the Board of

Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) announced that Tendulkar had overcome his injury problem

following an operation and rehabilitation programme and was available for selection, and he

was eventually selected for the next series.

Tendulkar's comeback came in the DLF cup in Malaysia and he was the only Indian batsman to

shine. In his comeback match, against West Indies on 14 September 2006, Tendulkar responded

to his critics who believed that his career was inexorably sliding with his 40th ODI century.

Though he scored 141 not out, West Indies won the rain-affected match by the D/L method.

During the preparation for the 2007 World Cup, Tendulkar was criticised by Greg Chappell on his

attitude. As per the report, Chappell felt that Tendulkar would be more useful down the order,

while the latter felt that he would be better off opening the innings, the role he had played for

most of his career. Chappell also believed that Tendulkar's repeated failures were hurting the

team's chances. In a rare show of emotion, Tendulkar hit out at the comments attributed to

Chappell by pointing out that no coach has ever suggested his attitude towards cricket is incor-

rect. On 7 April 2007, the Board of Control for Cricket in India issued a notice to Tendulkar asking

for an explanation for his comments made to the media.

At the World Cup in the West Indies, Tendulkar and the Indian cricket team, led by Rahul Dravid

had a dismal campaign. Tendulkar, who was pushed to bat lower down the order had scores of

7 (Bangladesh), 57 not out (Bermuda) and 0 (Sri Lanka). As a result, former Australian captain
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Ian Chappell, brother of the then Indian coach Greg, called for Tendulkar to retire in his column

for Mumbai's Mid Day newspaper.

During this period from about 2002 to 2006–7, Tendulkar's batting often seemed to be a shadow

of its former self. He was inconsistent, and his big knocks mostly came in sedate, accumulative,

uncharacteristic fashion. He seemed to have either cut out or lost the ability to play many

shots, including the hook and pull and many other aerial strokes. He also developed a tendency

to go without scoring much for long periods and become overtly defensive. While players such

as Ricky Ponting and Jacques Kallis were at the peak of their careers, Sachin's seemed to be in

terminal decline. There were several calls from him to retire. However, after the 2007 World

Cup, his career had a second wind and his consistency and form returned.

On the second day of the Nottingham Test (28 July 2007) Tendulkar became the third cricketer

to complete 11,000 Test runs. In the subsequent One day series against England, Tendulkar was

the leading run scorer from India with an average of 53.42. In the ODI Series against Australia in

October 2007 Tendulkar was the leading Indian run scorer with 278 runs.

Tendulkar was dismissed seven times in 2007 between 90 and 100, including three times at 99,

leading some to suggest that he struggles to cope with nerves in this phase of his innings.

Tendulkar has got out 27 times in the 90s during his international career. On 8 November 2007

he got out on 99 against Pakistan in an ODI at Mohali to the bowling of Umar Gul. In the fourth

ODI, he got out on 97 (off 102 balls with 16 fours) after dragging a delivery from Gul on to his

stumps, falling short of another century in ODIs in 2007.

2007/08 tour of  Australia

In the Border-Gavaskar Trophy, 2007–08, Tendulkar showed exceptional form, becoming the

leading run scorer with 493 runs in four Tests, despite consistently failing in the second innings.

Sachin scored 62 runs in the first innings of the first Test at the MCG in Melbourne, but couldn't

prevent a heavy 337-run win for Australia. In the controversial New Years Test at Sydney, Tendulkar

scored an unbeaten 154 as India lost the Test. This was his third century at the SCG, earning him

an average of 221.33 at the ground. In the third Test at the WACA cricket ground in Perth,

Sachin was instrumental in India's first innings score of 330, scoring a well compiled 71, as India

went on to record a historic triumph at the WACA. In the fourth Test at the Adelaide Oval, which

ended in a draw, he scored 153 in the first innings, involving in a crucial 126 run stand with V.V.S.

Laxman for the fifth wicket to lead India to a score of 282 for 5 from 156 for 4. He secured the

Player of the Match award.

In the One-Day International Commonwealth Bank Tri-Series involving Sri Lanka and Australia,

Tendulkar became the only batsman to complete 16,000 runs in ODIs. He achieved this feat

against Sri Lanka on 5 February 2008 at the Gabba in Brisbane. He started the CB series well

notching up scores of 10, 35, 44 and 32, but could not convert the starts into bigger scores. His

form dipped a bit in the middle of the tournament, but Tendulkar came back strongly in India's

must-win game against Sri Lanka at the Bellerive Ovalin Hobart, scoring 63 off 54 balls. He

finished the series with a match winning 117 not out off 120 balls in the first final, and 91 runs

in the second final.

Home series against South Africa

South Africa toured in March and April 2008 for a three-Test series. Tendulkar scored a five-ball

duck in his only innings of the series; he sustained a groin strain in the match and as a result was

forced not only to miss the second and third Tests, but also the tri-series involving Bangladesh,

the 2008 Asia Cup, and the first half of the inaugural season of the IPL.

Sri Lanka Series

Before the touring Sri Lanka for three Test in July 2008, Tendulkar needed just 177 runs to go

past Brian Lara's record of Test 11,953 runs. However, he failed in all six innings, scoring a total

of just 95 runs. India lost the series and his average of 15.83 was his worst in a Test series with

at least three matches.

Return to form and breaking the record

In the following ODI series against Sri Lanka, Tendulkar was sidelined due to injury. However,

during the following Australia tour of India, he returned to fitness and form, scoring 13 and 49 in

the first test before making 88 in the first innings of the second test, thus breaking the record

for most number of Test runs held by Brian Lara. He also reached the 12,000 run mark when he

was on 61. He made a fifty in the third test and 109 in the fourth, as India won the series 2–0

and regained the Border-Gavaskar Trophy.

ODI and Test Series against England

Tendulkar was again out due to injury from the first three ODIs of a 7-match ODI series at home

against England, but he made 11 in the fourth ODI and 50 in the fifth, before the ODI series was

called off due to the Mumbai terror attacks, the scoreline being 5–0 to India.

England returned for a 2-match test series in December 2008, and in the first test in Chennai,

chasing 387 for victory, Tendulkar made 103 not out in a 163-run unbroken fifth wicket stand

with Yuvraj Singh. This was his third century in a fourth match innings, and the first which re-

sulted in a win. This was redemption for the Chennai Test of 1999 when chasing 271 against

Pakistan, Sachin had made 136 with severe back pain and was out 17 runs short of the target,

precipitating a collapse and a loss by 12 runs. He dedicated this century to the victims of the

Mumbai terror attacks. Tendulkar failed in both innings in the second test, India won the series

1–0.

2009–2010

In early 2009, India revisited Sri Lanka for five ODIs, as the Pakistan series had been cancelled

due to the security situation in Pakistan and the attacks in Mumbai. Tendulkar failed to reach

double figures in any inning, before becoming injured.

India's next assignment was an away series against New Zealand, consisting of three Tests and

five ODIs. In the ODI series, Tendulkar made a 163 not out in the third match, an innings ended

by stomach cramps that forced him to retire hurt. India made 392 and won easily and won the

series 3–1. Tendulkar made 160 in the first test, his 42nd Test century, and India won. He made

49 and 64 in the second test and 62 and 9 in the third, in which India were prevented from

winning by rain on the last day. India won the series 1–0.

Tendulkar rested himself for the ODI tour of West Indies, but was back for the Compaq Cup (Tri

Series) between India, SL and New Zealand in early September 2009. He made 46 and 27 in the

league matches before notching up 138 in the final, as India made 319 and won by 46 runs. This

was Tendulkar's 6th century in ODI finals and his third consecutive score of over 50 in such

finals. India has won all six times that Tendulkar has made a hundred in an ODI final.

Tendulkar played just one innings in the ICC Champions trophy in South Africa, scoring 8 against

Pakistan as India lost. The next match against Australia was washed out and he was out with

food poisoning in the third match against the West Indies, as India were eliminated.

Australia returned for a seven-match ODI series in India in October, and Tendulkar made 14, 4,

32 and 40 in the first four games. In the fifth match, with the series tied at 2–2, Australia amassed

350/4 in 50 overs. Tendulkar made his 45th ODI hundred, a 175 off 141 balls. Just when it seemed

that he would steer India to the large victory target, he paddle-scooped debutant bowler Clint

McKay straight to short fine leg, with India needing 19 from 18 balls with four wickets left. The

Indian tail collapsed, and they lost by 3 runs, being all out for 347. During this match, Tendulkar

also became the first player to reach 17,000 ODI runs, and achieved his personal best against

Australia, as well as the third highest score in a defeat.

In the ODIs against Sri Lanka in 2009–10, Tendulkar scored 69, 43, 96 not out and 8, as India won

3–1.In the Test Series, he scored a 100 no out in the first test, which was drawn, and 40 in the

second and 53 in the third test as India clinched innings victory in both tests. India won the

series 2–0.

Sachin rested himself for the ODI tri-series in Bangladesh in 2010. In the Tests against Bangladesh,

he made 105 not out and 16 in the first test, and 143 in the second. India won 2–0.

Sachin Tendulkar

Style of play
Tendulkar plays a wristy leg-side flick

Tendulkar is cross-dominant: He bats, bowls and throws with his right hand, but writes with

his left hand. He also practices left-handed throws at the nets on a regular basis. Cricinfo

columnist Sambit Bal has described him as the "most wholesome batsman of his time". His

batting is based on complete balance and poise while limiting unnecessary movements and

flourishes. He appears to show little preference for the slow and low wickets which are typi-

cal in India, and has scored many centuries on the hard, bouncy pitches in South Africa and

Australia. He is known for his unique punch style of hitting the ball over square. He is also

renowned for his picture-perfect straight drive, often completed with no follow-through. The

straight drive is often said to be his favourite shot. In 2008, Sunil Gavaskar, in an article he

wrote in the AFP, remarked that "it is hard to imagine any player in the history of the game

who combines classical technique with raw aggression like the little champion does".

Sir Donald Bradman, considered by many as the greatest batsman of all time, considered

Tendulkar to have a batting style similar to his. In his biography, it is stated that "Bradman

was most taken by Tendulkar's technique, compactness and shot production, and had asked

his wife to have a look at Tendulkar, having felt that Tendulkar played like him. Bradman's

wife, Jessie, agreed that they did appear similar."

Former Australian cricket team coach John Buchanan voiced his opinion that Tendulkar had

become susceptible to the short ball early in his innings because of a lack of footwork.

Buchanan also believes Tendulkar has a weakness while playing left-arm pace. He was af-

fected by a series of injuries since 2004. Since then Tendulkar's batting has tended to be less

attacking. Explaining this change in his batting style, he has acknowledged that he is batting

differently because, firstly, no batsman can bat the same way for the entire length of a long

career and, secondly, he is a senior member of the team now and thus has more responsibil-

ity. During the early part of his career, he was a more attacking batsman and frequently

scored centuries at close to a run a ball. Ian Chappell, former Australian player, remarked in

2007 that "Tendulkar now, is nothing like the player he was when he was a young bloke".

Tendulkar has incorporated several modern and unorthodox strokes into his repertoire, in-

cluding the paddle sweep, the scoop over short fine leg and the slash to third man over the

slips' heads, over the last seven or eight years. This has enabled him to remain scoring consis-

tently in spite of the physical toll of injuries and a lean period in the mid-2000s. By his own

admission, he does not bat as aggressively as he did in the 1990s and early 2000s, because

his body has undergone changes and cannot sustain aggressive shot-making over a long pe-

riod. He is often praised for his ability to adapt to the needs of his body and yet keep scoring

consistently.

While Tendulkar is not a regular bowler, he can bowl medium pace, leg spin, and off spin. He

often bowls when two batsmen of the opposite team have been batting together for a long

period, as he can often be a useful partnership breaker. With his bowling, he has helped

secure an Indian victory on more than one occasion. He has taken 201 international wickets

– 46 in Tests, 154 in ODIs where he is India's tenth highest wicket taker, and one wicket in

Twenty20 Internationals.

In the 2-Test Series against South Africa, Tendulkar made seven and 100 in the first test and 106

in the first innings of the second test. In the course of the second 100 (his 47th Test Hundred) he

achieved several landmarks, in that he had scored four hundreds in his last four matches and

that the hundred against South Africa in the first Test was the first at home against South Africa.

The century was also his hundredth score over 50 in International Test cricket, moving him to 92

international hundreds (Tests and ODIs combined). In the second match of the subsequent ODI

series, Tendulkar scored 200 not out to become the world's first person to score a double cen-

tury in ODI cricket.

100th international century

Tendulkar scored his much awaited 100th international hundred on 16 March 2012, at Mirpur

against Bangladesh in the Asia Cup. He became the first person in history to achieve this feat.

Incidentally, it was Tendulkar's first ODI hundred against Bangladesh. He said "It's been a tough

phase for me ... I was not thinking about the milestone, the media started all this, wherever I

went, the restaurant, room service, everyone was talking about the 100th hundred. Nobody

talked about my 99 hundreds. It became mentally tough for me because nobody talked about

my 99 hundreds." Despite Tendulkar's century, India failed to win the match against Bangladesh,

losing by 5 wickets.

Return To Ranji Trophy

After getting out bowled on 3 similar instances against the New Zealand recently and hitting a

slump in form, Tendulkar returned to the Ranji Trophy to get back some form ahead of the

England Series at home, in a match for Mumbai against Railways on 2 November 2012. All eyes

were on Tendulkar, who was playing his first Ranji Trophy match since 2009. And he didn't disap-

point smashing 137 off 136 balls with 21 fours and 3 Sixes, to take his team to 344 for 4 at

stumps on day one.

However, because of a poor form in the first two Tests in the series against England, and India

being humiliated in the second match of that series by 10 wickets on 26 November 2012, some

people have started to question his place in the Indian team. A report by The Hindustan Times

said that Tendulkar had a discussion with the national chief selector Sandeep Patil, in which he

said that he would leave it to the selectors to decide on his future as he is not getting any runs.

This speculation, however, was later considered to be false.

Then he decided to play in the knockout stage of the 2012-13 Ranji Trophy. He scored 108 in the

quarter final against Baroda before being bowled by Murtuja Vahora, where Sachin was in-

volved in a 234-run partnership with opener Wasim Jaffer (150) for the 3rd wicket at Wankhede

Stadium. Mumbai eventually piled on 645/9 and won on 1st innings lead. In the semi final against

Services at Palam A Ground, with Mumbai reeling at 23/3, Sachin scored 56 from 75 balls and

had a 81-run 4th wicket partnership with Abhishek Nayar (70), and Mumbai eventually won on

1st innings lead after the match went into the sixth day due to rain delays. In the final against

Saurashtra, he was run out for 22 following a misunderstanding with Wasim Jaffer. Mumbai

eventually won the Ranji Trophy 2012–13.

He also played in the Irani Trophy for Mumbai, where he scored 140* against Rest of India and

helped Mumbai to score 409 in reply to Rest of India's 526. This was also his 81st hundred in

first-class cricket, equalling Sunil Gavaskar's Indian record for most first-class hundreds.

Indian Premier League

and Champions League
Tendulkar's record in Twenty20 matches

Matches Runs HS 100s 50s Avg.

T20I 1 10 10 0 0 10.00

IPL 78 2334 100* 1 13 34.83

CLT20 13 265 69 0 1 20.38

Sachin Tendulkar has announced his retirement from IPL after Mumbai Indians won the IPL

2013 title. Tendulkar was made the icon player and captain for his home side, the Mumbai

Indians in the inaugural Indian Premier League Twenty20 competition in 2008. As an icon player,

he was signed for a sum of US$1,121,250, 15% more than the second-highest paid player in the

team, Sanath Jayasuriya.

In 2010 edition of Indian Premier League, Mumbai Indians reached the final of the tournament.

Tendulkar made 618 runs in 14 innings during the tournament, breaking Shaun Marsh's record

of most runs in an IPL season. He was declared player of the tournament for his performance

during the season. He also won Best Batsman and Best Captain awards at 2010 IPL Awards

ceremony.

Sachin Tendulkar captained Mumbai Indians in 4 league matches of second edition of the league.

He scored 68 in the first match and 48 against Guyana. But Mumbai Indians failed to qualify for

semifinals after losing the initial two matches. Tendulkar scored 135 runs.

In the 2011 IPL, against Kochi Tuskers Kerala, Tendulkar scored his maiden Twenty20 hundred.

He scored 100 not out off 66 balls. In 51 matches in the IPL Tendulkar has scored 1,723 runs,

making him the second-highest run-scorer in the competition's history.

He announced his retirement from IPL and Twenty20 cricket shortly after Mumbai Indians beat

Chennai Super Kings by 23 runs at the Eden Gardens in Kolkata on Sunday (26 May) to win the

Pepsi Indian Premier League 2013.
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33rd India International Trade Fair starts in delhi
The 33rd India International Trade Fair, which ever since its inception in 1980 has evolved as a major event for the Business community, began in New Delhi on Thursday. President Pranab

Mukherjee inaugurated the India International Trade Fair (IITF). The Theme

of IITF 2013 is Inclusive Growth with Bihar as Partner State and Japan as

Partner Country. Delhi Metro Rail Corporation will start selling India Inter-

national Trade Fair (IITF) entry tickets for business days from tomorrow and

for general public days from November 19. Tickets for business days, No-

vember 14 to November 18, will be available only from 27 Metro stations.

These are Rithala, Dilshad Garden, Jahangirpuri, HUDA City Centre, Noida

City Centre, Anand Vihar, Central Secretariat, Inderlok, Kashmere Gate, Rajiv

Chowk, Barakhamba, Saket, MG Road, Noida Sec-15, Vaishali, Rajori Gar-

den, Janakpuri West, Dwarka Mor, Dwarka Sec-9, Mundka, Peeragrahi,

Punjabi Bagh, Badarpur, Govindpuri, Lajpat Nagar and Dhaula Kuan Metro

station.

The IITF entry tickets for general public days, November 19 to November 27,

will be available on all Metro stations.

"General public is advised to avoid last minute rush of purchasing tickets at

Pragati Maidan Metro station, they shall purchase the tickets from their

originating station," said Anuj Dayal, DMRC Executive Director, Corporate

Communications. The tickets for both business as well as general days can

be purchased from Customer Care Centres of Metro stations from 8:30 AM to 4 PM on all days. The entry tickets at Metro stations will be priced as Rs 400 for business days and for general days

Rs 50 (Adult) and Rs 30 (child).

However, on weekends or holidays, the entry tickets for non-business days would be prices at Rs 80 (Adults) and Rs 50 (Child).

In order to facilitate the public using Delhi Metro while going back from ongoing IITF at Pragati Maidan, the metro services will be exclusively operating 20 token/smart card counters from within

the premises of IITF, Pragati Maidan near its Gate No. 10 from 1 PM to 9 PM on all general days.

"The DMRC is expecting massive crowds to use the Pragati Maidan Metro Station and, therefore, additional ticket counters will be opened at Pragati Maidan Metro station. Additional DMRC

officers and staff, customer facilitation agents and security staff will also be deployed at all stations," Dayal said.

During the general days of IITF trains will be running at peak hour frequency of 2 min 40 sec from Dwarka to Yamuna Bank throughout the day (8 AM to 8 PM). Besides this, two trains on each

Line will also be kept as standby during Trade Fair to facilitate better passenger handling, whenever required, Dayal added.
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CHOGM
Sri Lanka is honoured to be hosting the 2013 Com-

monwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM)

in Colombo. As the highest-level meeting of the Com-

monwealth, we feel privileged to have been chosen

as the host this year.

Having been a member of the Commonwealth of Na-

tions since our independence in 1948, Sri Lanka is

committed to upholding Commonwealth values of de-

mocracy, rule of law and good governance in the

shared vision of bringing better opportunities for

people around the world.

At a time when the entire world is facing challenges, whether it's with national economies,

political instability or regional security, the Commonwealth continues to play a crucial role,

creating partnerships and promoting dialogue.

After suffering for decades from a brutal war against terrorism, Sri Lanka has undergone a tre-

mendous transformation since the end of hostilities in 2009. In preparing for CHOGM 2013,

organisers have planned events, not only in Colombo, but also other parts of the country that

will hopefully give delegates and participants an opportunity to experience the rich cultural

heritage and varied scenic beauty.

As November draws closer, I look forward to welcoming all distinguished delegates and other

participants to what I expect to be a productive and successful summit during which we will be

able to discuss and take collective decisions on issues facing our nations and our people.

In the months leading up to the conference, we hope this website will serve to assist you in

making your arrangements for the meeting. Please don't hesitate to contact CHOGM organisers

here in Sri Lanka for any further information you may require and to offer your feedback on

improvements we could make.

I would like to extend my deepest gratitude to all those Commonwealth nations, and others,

that have supported Sri Lanka in preparing for this event. I look forward to welcoming each of

you to CHOGM 2013 and to our beautiful country.

Mahinda Rajapaksa

President of Sri Lanka

About Commonwealth

23rd Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) is being held in Colombo, Sri

Lanka, from 15 to 17 November 2013. Commonwealth leaders agreed on Sri Lanka as the 2013

host for the meeting when they met in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, in 2009. Sri Lanka,

which was originally slated to host the summit in 2011, was accused of alleged atrocities during

the Sri Lankan civil war and the summit was instead held in Perth, Australia; Colombo was given

the 2013 summit instead. The leaders of Canada, India and Mauritius boycotted the summit,

citing alleged human rights violations. Protests were also banned during the summit.

This is the first time in 40 years that Queen Elizabeth II will not be present at the CHOGM.

Buckingham Palace announced that Charles, Prince of Wales, will be attending in the 87-year-

old monarch's place, as she has curtailed her overseas visits due to age.

The British Daily Mail newspaper has speculated that a proposal to make the position of Head

of the Commonwealth hereditary to descendents of Queen Elizabeth II is a possible item to be

discussed at the meeting. The four deputy heads could be nominated by the biennial general

body meeting of the Commonwealth, on a biennial, rotating, one-time basis, to make up a

leadership quintet.

23rd Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting

What is CHOGM?
The Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) is held every two years to enable leaders of Commonwealth countries to come together to discuss global and Commonwealth

issues, and to decide on collective policies and initiatives. This year, CHOGM is taking place in Sri Lanka, the first time an Asian country is hosting the summit in 24 years. Every CHOGM is jointly

organized by the host country and the Commonwealth Secretariat. These biennial meetings serve as the principal policy and decision-making forum to guide the strategic direction of the

association. Commonwealth leaders have been coming together for discussions since 1949, but the title Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting was adopted during a session in

Singapore in 1971. This specific classification was used to depict the gathering of both presidents and prime ministers in the event.

One unique aspect of the meeting is that the formal opening ceremony and the formal Executive Session are followed by a where leaders meet privately for discussions. With an informal

atmosphere, this session allows heads of state to freely and frankly exchange their views on important issues and come to a consensus. Previous CHOGMs have focused on a range of global

issues, including international peace and security, democracy, climate change, multilateral trade issues, good governance, sustainable development, small states, debt management, education,

environment, gender equality, health, human rights, information and communication technology, and youth affairs.

Commonwealth Countries

There are 53 independent states working together in the common interests of their citizens for development, democracy and peace. With just eight members in 1949, the Commonwealth has

developed into a diverse group of nations from all across the world, working towards improving the lives of millions of people. The interactive map above is available on the CHOGM 2011

website. All information included in this map was obtained from the Commonwealth Secretariat website, which  is the authoritative source for the latest information on the Commonwealth.

More information on the Commonwealth member nations can be obtained through the links below, which will be directed to the website of the Commonwealth Secretariat. Member States

53 independent states working together in the common interests of their citizens for development, democracy and peace.

Colombo Declaration on Sustainable, Inclusive

and Equitable Development
Commonwealth leaders on Sunday reaffirmed their commitment to sustainable development and promotion of an economically, socially and environmentally sustainable future. In a communi-

que issued at the end of the three-day Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) in the Sri Lankan capital of Colombo, the leaders acknowledged that eradicating poverty is the

greatest global challenge and an indispensable requirement for sustainable development. "In this context, Heads welcomed and expressed support for all ongoing work mandated in the Rio+20

outcome document: the High- Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development particularly to provide leadership, guidance and recommendations at the global level for sustainable develop-

ment; the Inter-Governmental Committee of Experts on Sustainable Development Financing; the Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals; as well as the process to develop

options for a technology facilitation mechanism," the communique says. The Commonwealth leaders ensured an integrated and holistic approach to sustainable development and reaffirmed all

the Rio principles, including the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities, while acknowledging the importance of the intergovernmental process for elaboration of a set of

sustainable development goals that could integrate with the post-2015 development agenda.

History of CHOGM

The meetings originated with the leaders of the self-governing colonies of the British Empire.

The First Colonial Conference in 1887 was followed by periodic meetings, known as Imperial

Conferences from 1907, of government leaders of the Empire. The development of the inde-

pendence of the dominions, and the creation of a number of new dominions, as well as the

invitation of Southern Rhodesia (which also attended as a sui generis colony), changed the

nature of the meetings. As the dominion leaders asserted themselves more and more at the

meetings, it became clear that the time for 'imperial' conferences was over.

From the ashes of the Second World War, seventeen Commonwealth Prime Ministers' Confer-

ences were held between 1944 and 1969. Of these, sixteen were held in London, reflecting

then-prevailing views of the Commonwealth as the continuation of the Empire and the

centralisation of power in the British Commonwealth Office (the one meeting outside London,

in Lagos, was an extraordinary meeting held in January 1966 to co-ordinate policies towards

Rhodesia). Two supplementary meetings were also held during this period: a Commonwealth

Statesmen's meeting to discuss peace terms in April 1945, and a Commonwealth Economic

Conference in 1952.

The 1960s saw an overhaul of the Commonwealth. The swift expansion of the Commonwealth

after decolonisation saw the newly independent countries demand the creation of the Com-

monwealth Secretariat, and the United Kingdom, in response, successfully founding the Com-

monwealth Foundation. This decentralisation of power demanded a reformulation of the meet-

ings. Instead of the meetings always being held in London, they would rotate across the mem-

bership, subject to countries' ability to host the meetings: beginning with Singapore in 1971.

They were also renamed the 'Commonwealth Heads of Government Meetings' to reflect the

growing diversity of the constitutional structures in the Commonwealth.

Structure

The core of the CHOGM are the executive sessions, which are the formal gatherings of the

heads of government to do business. However, the majority of the important decisions are held

not in the main meetings themselves, but at the informal 'retreats': introduced at the second

CHOGM, in Ottawa, by Prime Minister of Canada Pierre Trudeau, but reminiscent of the excur-

sions to Chequers or Dorneywood in the days of the Prime Ministers' Conferences. The rules are

very strict: allowing the head of the delegation, his or her spouse, and one other person. The

additional member can be of any capacity (personal, political, security, etc.), but he or she has

only occasional and intermittent access to the head. It is usually at the retreat where, isolated

from their advisers, the heads resolve the most intransigent issues: leading to the Gleneagles

Agreement in 1977, the Lusaka Declaration in 1979, the Langkawi Declaration in 1989, the

Millbrook Programme in 1995, and the Aso Rock Declaration in 2003.

The 'fringe' of civil society organisations, including the Commonwealth Family and local groups,

adds a cultural dimension to the event, and brings the CHOGM a higher media profile and

greater acceptance by the local population. First officially recognised at Limassol in 1993, these

events, spanning a longer period than the meeting itself, have, to an extent, preserved the

length of the CHOGM: but only in the cultural sphere. Other meetings, such as those of the

Commonwealth Ministerial Action Group, Commonwealth Business Council, and respective for-

eign ministers, have also dealt with business away from the heads of government themselves.

As the scope of the CHOGM has expanded beyond the meetings of the heads of governments

themselves, the CHOGMs have become progressively shorter, and their business more com-

pacted into less time. The 1971 CHOGM lasted for nine days, and the 1977 and 1991 CHOGMs

for seven days each. However, Harare's epochal CHOGM was the last to last a week; the 1993

CHOGM lasted for five days, and the contentious 1995 CHOGM for only three-and-a-half. The

2005 and subsequent conferences were held over two days.
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Russia delivers

super aircraft

carrier INS

Vikramaditya to

India
After almost a decade of negotiations and reconstruction, the super aircraft carrier INS

Vikramaditya formally joined the Indian Navy today at a ceremony attended by Defence

Minister AK Antony and the Russian Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Rogozin at the Arctic

port of Severodvinsk. By early next year, the warship will be out patrolling the Indian

Ocean.

The long-delayed and much-awaited USD 2.3 billion aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya was

on Saturday inducted into the Indian Navy in Severodvinsk, Russia, in a strategic boost to

India's maritime warfare capabilities.

The mammoth 44,500-tonne warship was commissioned into the Indian Navy at the

Sevmash Shipyard in this northern Arctic port at a handing over ceremony attended by

Defence Minister A K Antony and Russian Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Rogozin and

senior government and naval officials of the two countries.

The Russian flag on the vessel was lowered and the flag of the Indian Navy was raised in its

place. In a traditional Indian ritual, a coconut was broken against the ship's side.

The commissioning papers were signed by deputy director of Russia's arms exporter

Rosoboronexport, Igor Sevastyanov and the ship's captain Suraj Berry, Russia's RIA Novosti

news agency reported.

The warship was first scheduled to be delivered in 2008, but the deadline was repeatedly

postponed over the period.

The carrier will be escorted to India on a near two-month voyage by a group of warships

to secure a safe sail to its base at Karwar on the Arabian Sea coast.

INS Vikramaditya is a Kiev class aircraft carrier which was commissioned by Russian Navy

in 1987 under the name Baku. It was later renamed as Admiral Gorshkov and last sailed in

1995 in Russia, before being offered to India.

The warship with a length of 284 metres will have MiG-29K naval combat aircraft along

with Kamov 31 and Kamov 28 anti-submarine warfare and maritime surveillance helicop-

ters. The MiG 29-Ks would provide a significant boost to Indian Navy with their range of

over 700 nautical miles, extendable to over 1,900 nautical miles with mid-air refuelling,

and an array of weapons like anti-ship missiles, beyond visual range air-to-air missiles and

guided bombs and rockets.

After almost nine years of negotiations the initial USD 1.5 billion contract for retrofitting

the carrier and buying 16 MiG-29K, K/UB deck-based fighters was signed in 2004.

The aircraft carrier deal had become a major irritant in bilateral relations between India

and Russia.

By the end of 2007, when it became clear that Russia will not deliver the radically rede-

signed vessel by the 2008 deadline, ties dipped to an all-time low.

However, the two countries inked an additional agreement under which India agreed to

pay a higher price for its refit.

C.N.R. Rao was born in Bangalore in a Kannada

family to father Hanumantha Nagesa Rao, and

mother Nagamma Nagesa Rao. He obtained his

bachelors degree from Mysore University in

1951, obtaining a masters from BHU two years

later, and obtained his Ph.D. in 1958 from

Purdue University. In 1961 he received DSc

from Mysore University. He joined the faculty

of Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur in

1963.

He has received Honorary Doctorates from

many Universities such as Bordeaux, Caen,

Colorado, Khartoum, Liverpool, Northwestern,

Novosibirsk, Oxford, Purdue, Stellenbosch,

Universite Joseph Fourier, Wales, Wroclaw,

Notre Dame, Uppsala, Aligarh Muslim, Anna,

AP, Banaras, Bengal Engineering, Bangalore,

Burdwan, Bundelkhand, Delhi, Hyderabad,

IGNOU, IIT-Bombay, Kharagpur,Delhi and

Patna, JNTU, Kalyani, Karnataka, Kolkata,

Kuvempu, Lucknow, Mangalore, Manipur,

Mysore, Osmania, Punjab, Roorkee, Sikkim

Manipal, SRM, Tumkur, Sri Venkateswara,

Vidyasagar, and Visveswaraya Technological

University.

Chintamani Nagesa Ramachandra Rao FRS, also

known as C.N.R. Rao (born 30 June 1934), is an

Indian chemist who has worked mainly in solid-

state and structural chemistry. He currently

serves as the Head of the Scientific Advisory

Council to the Prime Minister of India. Dr. Rao

has Honorary Doctorates from 60 Universities

worldwide. He has authored around 1,500 re-

search papers and 45 scientific books. On 16th

November 2013, The Government of India de-

cided to confer upon him Bharat Ratna, the

highest civilian award in India making him the

third Scientist after C.V.Raman and A P J Abdul

Kalam to get the award.

Rao is currently the National Research Profes-

sor, Linus Pauling Research Professor and Hon-

orary President of Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for

Advanced Scientific Research,Bangalore which

he founded in 1989. He was appointed Chair

of the Scientific Advisory Council to the Indian

Prime Minister in January 2005, a position

which he had occupied earlier during 1985–

89. He is also the director of the International

Centre for Materials Science (ICMS).

Earlier, he served as a faculty member in the

Department of Chemistry at the Indian Insti-

tute of Technology Kanpur from 1963 to 1976

and as the Director of the Indian Institute of

Science from 1984 to 1994. He has also been a

visiting professor at Purdue University, the

University of Oxford, the University of Cam-

bridge and University of California, Santa Bar-

bara. He was the Jawaharlal Nehru Professor

at the University of Cambridge and Professo-

rial Fellow at the King's College, Cambridge

during 1983-1984.

Rao is one of the world's foremost solid state

and materials chemists. He has contributed to

the development of the field over five decades.

His work on transition metal oxides has led to

basic understanding of novel phenomena and

the relationship between materials properties

and the structural chemistry of these materials.

Rao was one of the earliest to synthesize two-

dimensional oxide materials such as La
2
CuO

4
.

His work has led to a systematic study of com-

positionally controlled metal-insulator transi-

tions. Such studies have had a profound im-

pact in application fields such as colossal mag-

neto resistance and high temperature super-

conductivity. Oxide semiconductors have un-

usual promise. He has made immense contri-

butions to nanomaterials over the last two

decades, besides his work on hybrid materials.

He is the author of around 1500 research pa-

pers. He has authored and edited 45 books. Rao

serves on the board of the Science Initiative

Group.

On November 16, 2013 Government of India

declared that it would confer Bharat Ratna to

Prof. Rao. Earlier, he was also conferred with

Padma Shri and Padma Vibhushan by Govern-

ment of India and Karnataka Ratna by the

Karnataka State Government.

He was awarded the Hughes Medal by the

Royal Society in 2000, and he became the first

recipient of the India Science Award, instituted

by the Government of India, for his contribu-

tions to solid state chemistry and materials

science, awarded in 2004.

He has won several other international prizes

and awards. He was awarded Dan David Prize

in 2005, by the Dan David Foundation, Tel Aviv

University, which he shared with George

Whitesides and Robert Langer. In 2005, he was

conferred the title Chevalier de la Légion

d'honneur (Knight of the Legion of Honour) by

France, awarded by the French Government.

He is a foreign fellow of Bangladesh Academy

of Sciences. He was also awarded an honorary

Doctor of Science by the University of Calcutta

in 2004.

Dr. Rao has also been conferred with China's

top science award for his important contribu-

tions in boosting Sino-India scientific coopera-

tion. The award was given by Chinese Acad-

emy of Sciences (CAS) in January 2013, which

is China's top academic and research institu-

tion for natural sciences. He received 'Distin-

guished academician award' from IIT Patna in

2013.

He is a member of many of the world's scien-

tific associations, including the U.S. National

Academy of Sciences, American Academy of

Arts and Sciences, the Royal Society (London;

FRS, 1982), French Academy, Japanese Acad-

emy, Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts and

the Pontifical Academy.

He has been accused of indulging and allow-

ing plagiarism. In December 2011, C. N. R. Rao

apologized to 'Advanced Materials' – a peer-

Sachin

Tendulkar
Sachin Tendulkar was born at Nirmal Nursing

Home, Dadar, Mumbai, on 24 April 1973. His

father Ramesh Tendulkar was a reputed

Marathi novelist and his mother Rajni worked

in the insurance industry. Ramesh named

Tendulkar after his favourite music director,

Sachin Dev Burman. Tendulkar has three elder

siblings: two half-brothers Nitin and Ajit, and a

half-sister Savita. They were Ramesh's children

from his first marriage. He spent his formative

years in the Sahitya Sahawas Cooperative

Housing Society, Bandra (East). As a young boy,

Tendulkar was considered a bully, and often

picked up fights with new children in his school.

He also showed an interest in tennis, idolising

John McEnroe. To help curb his mischievous

and bullying tendencies, Ajit introduced him

to cricket in 1984. He introduced the young

Sachin to Ramakant Achrekar, a famous cricket

coach and a club cricketer of repute, at Shivaji

Park, Dadar.

Achrekar was impressed with Tendulkar's tal-

ent and advised him to shift his schooling to

Sharadashram Vidyamandir (English) High

School, a school at Dadar which had a domi-

nant cricket team and had produced many

notable cricketers. Prior to this, Tendulkar had

attended the Indian Education Society's New

English School in Bandra (East). He was also

coached under the guidance of Achrekar at

Shivaji Park in the mornings and evenings.

Tendulkar would practice for hours on end in

the nets. If he became exhausted, Achrekar

would put a one-rupee coin on the top of the

stumps, and the bowler who dismissed

Tendulkar would get the coin. If Tendulkar

passed the whole session without getting dis-

missed, the coach would give him the coin.

Tendulkar now considers the 13 coins he won

then as some of his most prized possessions.

He moved in with his aunt and uncle, who lived

near Shivaji Park, during this period, due to his

hectic schedule.

Meanwhile at school, he developed a reputa-

tion as a child prodigy. He had become a com-

mon conversation point in local cricketing

circles, where there were suggestions already

that he would become one of the greats. Sachin

consistenly featured in his school

ShardashramVidyamandir (English) team in

Matunga Gujarati Seva Mandal (popularly

coined MGSM Shield). Besides school cricket,

he also played club cricket, initially represent-

ing John Bright Cricket Club in Mumbai's pre-

mier club cricket tournament, the Kanga

League, and later went on to play for the

Cricket Club of India.In 1987, at the age of 14,

he attended the MRF Pace Foundation in Ma-

dras (now Chennai) to train as a fast bowler,

but Australian fast bowler Dennis Lillee, who

took a world record 355 Test wickets, was un-

impressed, suggesting that Tendulkar focus on

his batting instead. On January 20, 1987, he

also turned out as substitute for Imran Khan's

side in an exhibition game at Brabourne

Statdium in Mumbai,to mark the golden jubi-

lee of Cricket Club of India. A couple of months

later, former Indian batsman Sunil Gavaskar

gave him a pair of his own ultra light pads and

consoled him to not get disheartened for not

getting the Mumbai Cricket Association's "Best

junior cricket award"(He was 14 years that

time). "It was the greatest source of encour-

agement for me," Tendulkar said nearly 20

years later after surpassing Gavaskar's world

record of 34 Test centuries. Sachin served as a

ballboy in 1987 Cricket World Cup when India

played against England in the semifinal in

Mumbai. His season in 1988 was extraordinary,

with Tendulkar scoring a century in every in-

nings he played. He was involved in an unbro-

ken 664-run partnership in a Lord Harris Shield

inter-school game against St. Xavier's High

School in 1988 with his friend and team-mate

Vinod Kambli, who would also go on to repre-

sent India. The destructive pair reduced one

bowler to tears and made the rest of the op-

position unwilling to continue the game.

Tendulkar scored 326 (not out) in this innings

and scored over a thousand runs in the tour-

nament. This was a record partnership in any

form of cricket until 2006, when it was broken

by two under-13 batsmen in a match held at

Hyderabad in India.

On 24 May 1995, at the age of 22, Tendulkar

married Anjali, a paediatrician and daughter

of Gujarati industrialist Anand Mehta and Brit-

ish social worker Annabel Mehta. Sachin's fa-

ther-in-law, Anand Mehta, is a seven-time na-

tional bridge champion. Anjali is six years his

senior. They have two children, Sara (born 12

October 1997) and Arjun (born 24 September

1999). Arjun, a left handed batsman, has re-

cently been included in under-14 probables list

of Mumbai Cricket Association for off-season

training camp. In January 2013 he was selected

in Mumbai under-14 team for the west zone

league

Tendulkar is an ardent devotee of Sathya Sai

Baba of Puttaparthi. He has visited Puttaparthi

on several occasions to seek Baba's blessings.

In 1997, Tendulkar captained the Indian Na-

tional side, playing against a World Eleven

team, in the Unity Cup which was held at the

hill view stadium in Puttaparthi, in Baba's pres-

ence. After Sai Baba's death, Tendulkar broke

into tears when he saw the body of Baba in

Puttaparthi, and cancelled his birthday celebra-

tions. The cricketer is also known to celebrate

Ganesh Chaturthi at home and frequently vis-

its temples during night when it is calm and

quiet. The cricketer has also offered his prayers

at several other Hindu temples across the

country.

reviewed journal, for reproducing text of other

scientists in his research paper. His collabora-

tor and the other senior author of the paper

Prof. S. B. Krupanidhi accused a co-author PhD

student at IISc for the mistake, “These sen-

tences were part of the introduction of the

paper, which was written by our student, that

neither of us (namely, the senior authors, Rao

and Krupanidhi) paid attention to”.

The PhD student took the responsibility for the

incident and issued an apology. Later C.N.R.

Rao offered to withdraw the article from the

journal, but the editor let the publication stay

as it is. C.N.R. Rao claimed to have never in-

dulged in plagiarism. Later few more instances

of plagiarism by Prof. Rao and his collabora-

tors were reported. Prof Rao was criticised by

an Indian scientist for these incidents and pass-

ing the responsibility to the junior scientists.
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Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting

Colombo, Sri Lanka, 15-17 November 2013

CHOGM 2013 COMMUNIQUE

As agreed by Heads of Government 17 November 2013

1. The Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) took place in Colombo, Sri

Lanka, from 15 to 17 November 2013, on the theme Growth with Equity: Inclusive Develop-

ment. Of the 50 countries that attended the Meeting, 27 were represented by their Heads

of State or Government.

2. Heads of Government conveyed their sincere appreciation to the Government and people

of Sri Lanka for their warm hospitality, and the excellent arrangements made for the Meet-

ing. They also congratulated President Mahinda Rajapaksa for his able stewardship of the

Meeting.

3. A highlight of the Opening Ceremony was an address by His Royal Highness The Prince of

Wales, who represented the Head of the Commonwealth.

4. Heads of Government acknowledged the progress made, since their last meeting, in Perth

in 2011, in implementing a large number of recommendations made by the Eminent Per-

sons Group, notably the adoption of a Commonwealth Charter, as well as the agreement on

a new Strategic Plan for the Commonwealth Secretariat.

Core Values of the Commonwealth

5. Heads of Government welcomed the adoption of the historic Commonwealth Charter in

December 2012 and its signature by the Head of the Commonwealth on Commonwealth

Day in March 2013. They reiterated their commitment to respect, protect and promote the

core values set out in the Charter.

6. In that context, they noted that the people of the Commonwealth, through the Charter,

had emphasised the importance of democracy; human rights; international peace and se-

curity; tolerance, respect and understanding; freedom of expression; separation of powers;

rule of law; good governance; sustainable development; protecting the environment; ac-

cess to health, education, food and shelter; gender equality; young people; the needs of

small and vulnerable states; and the role of civil society. Heads emphasised that these val-

ues were interlinked and mutually reinforcing.

Development

7. Heads of Government reaffirmed their commitment to sustainable development and to

ensuring the promotion of an economically, socially, and environmentally sustainable fu-

ture. They acknowledged that eradicating poverty is the greatest global challenge facing

the world today and an indispensable requirement for

sustainable development. In this context, Heads wel-

comed and expressed support for all ongoing work

mandated in the Rio+20 outcome document: the High-

Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development par-

ticularly to provide leadership, guidance and recom-

mendations at the global level for sustainable devel-

opment; the Inter-Governmental Committee of Experts

on Sustainable Development Financing; the Open

Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals; as

well as the process to develop options for a technol-

ogy facilitation mechanism.

8. Heads committed to ensuring an integrated and holis-

tic approach to sustainable development. Heads reaf-

firmed all the Rio principles, including the principle of

common but differentiated responsibilities. They ac-

knowledged the importance of the intergovernmental process for elaboration of a set of

sustainable development goals that could integrate with the post-2015 development agenda.

9. Heads adopted the Colombo Declaration on Sustainable, Inclusive and Equitable Develop-

ment.

10. Heads of Government welcomed the substantial progress made as well as challenges faced

both globally and within the Commonwealth towards the achievement of the Millennium

Development Goals (MDGs). They noted the findings of the 2013 United Nations MDG

Progress Report, which states that some of the MDGs have already been met and that

more targets are within reach by the 2015 target date, but expressed concern that some

targets remain off-track both globally and within the Commonwealth. Heads agreed that

previous undertakings and commitments by member states at the Millennium Summit should

continue to be pursued actively, particularly on Goal 8 related to Global Partnerships, and

that the successful achievement of the MDGs by 2015 should remain a primary global de-

velopment priority. During discussions, Heads reaffirmed their determination collectively

to call for a strong and effective partnership for development. In this context, Heads en-

dorsed the conclusions of the meetings of Commonwealth Ministers for Education, Health

and Women s Affairs. Heads urged the international community to accelerate efforts and

mobilise all necessary resources, building on existing momentum, to reach as many goals

as possible by 2015.

11. Heads of Government recalled the Millennium Declaration and the outcome of the United

Nations General Assembly special event on the MDGs. Heads reaffirmed their commitment

to the Millennium Declaration, the outcome document of Rio+20, the Monterrey Consen-

sus, the Doha Declaration on Financing for Development and the outcomes of all major UN

conferences and summits in the economic, social and environmental fields. Heads will con-

tinue to be guided by the values and principles enshrined in these texts. Heads reaffirmed

all the principles of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, including, inter

alia, the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities, as set out in principle 7

thereof.

12. In this context, Heads affirmed that the post-2015 development agenda should re-enforce

the international community s commitment to poverty eradication and sustainable devel-

opment. They endorsed the intergovernmental process to be launched at the beginning of

the sixty-ninth session of the UN General Assembly to develop and agree on a post-2015

Development Agenda with poverty eradication as its central imperative. Heads looked for-

ward to a successful outcome of an open and inclusive intergovernmental process, taking

into account existing and emerging challenges. Heads emphasized the importance of the

means of implementation for the post-2015 development agenda, including development

financing. Recalling their 2009 commitment, Heads called on developed countries to ur-

gently fulfil the ODA commitments they have made individually and collectively.

13. Heads welcomed the Report of the High Level Panel of the Eminent Persons Group on the

Post-2015 Development Agenda, the Report of the UN Secretary-General entitled A Life of

Dignity for All – Accelerating progress towards the Millennium Development Goals and

Advancing the UN Development Agenda beyond 2015, United Nations Development Group

consultations, the United Nations Global Compact and the Sustainable Development Solu-

tions Network. They noted these contributions as inputs into the intergovernmental pro-

cess on the Post-2015 Agenda.

14. Heads of Government acknowledged the inputs received for the post-2015 global develop-

ment agenda from the Commonwealth Ministers of Education,

Environment,  Youth,  Health,  Women s  Affairs,  and  Finance;  accredited

Commonwealth organisations; and, civil society. In particular, they noted the recommen-

dations from Commonwealth Youth Ministers on the empowerment and participation of

young people and welcomed the call from the Commonwealth Women s Affairs Ministers

to governments to prioritise women s and girls  economic empowerment in the post-2015

development agenda.

15. Heads agreed that the new development agenda should strive to leave no-one behind and

emphasised the need for the post-2015 development agenda to reflect the Commonwealth

values, as set out in the Charter.

16. Heads reflected on the comparative strengths and circumstances of the Commonwealth

and how its relevance to member states could be further enhanced. They considered, in

particular, how the Commonwealth could provide leadership, guidance and practical sup-

port for the post-2015 development framework, including by identifying factors impeding

well-being and economic progress and the ability to meet the MDGs. They committed to

work constructively to help deliver an ambitious and balanced global agreement in 2015.

Heads remain committed to supporting the intergovernmental process and will engage col-

lectively and help shape the Post-2015 Development Agenda by constituting an open-ended

High-Level Working Group of Heads to identify through a Commonwealth Statement on the

Post-2015 Development Agenda, shared Commonwealth perspectives and recommenda-

tions, advancing these through individual member governments in the intergovernmental

consultations at the 69th Session of the UN General Assembly.

17. Heads recognised that climate change continues to be a major challenge for all countries,

particularly for climate vulnerable developing countries, posing a grave threat to some coun-

tries. They highlighted that at the international level, this challenge should be addressed on

the basis of the principles and provisions of the United Nations Framework Convention on

Climate Change (UNFCCC) and in accordance with, inter alia, equity and common but differ-

entiated responsibilities and respective capabilities. In this context they underscored the

necessity for timely conclusion of the negotiations on the Durban Platform for Enhanced

Action to result in a protocol, another legal instrument or an agreed outcome with legal

force under the Convention applicable to all Parties to be adopted by 2015. In that context,

the Heads called for progress to be made at the 19th Convention of the Parties to the UNFCCC

in Warsaw, Poland. They welcomed the report of the Commonwealth Expert Group on Cli-

mate Finance.

18. Heads1 welcomed the report of the Commonwealth Expert Group on Climate Finance. They

agreed to progress consideration of the Group’s recommendations, including through con-

sultations with existing climate finance mechanisms, to explore the potential for simplified

access arrangements for SIDS and LDCs.

19. Heads called for efforts to disseminate the findings of the report amongst members of the

UNFCCC and relevant institutions with a view to ensuring broad engagement of climate

financing mechanisms in the Commonwealth’s efforts to progress improved access to exist-

ing climate funds by SIDS and LDCs.

20. Heads welcomed the offer by the Government of Mauritius to host a Commonwealth Cli-

mate Finance Skills Hub and requested the Commonwealth Secretary-General to work with

member states to progress a full proposal for the Hub for their consideration at the next

Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in 2015.

21. Heads recognised the importance attached to both the operationalisation and the

capitalisation of the Green Climate Fund. Heads looked forward to progress at COP 19 /

CMP 9. Heads agreed to continue to take steps to help build national capacities for im-

proved access to and use of climate financing, and to ensure the transparency of these

flows.

1 Australia and Canada had reservations about the language of paragraphs 18, m19, 20 and

21 and indicated that they could not support a Green Capital Fund at this time.

Biological Diversity

22. Heads  reiterated  their  commitment  to  the  achievement  of  the  three  objectives of the

United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD).

They noted and welcomed the decisions taken during the 11th Conference of the Par-

ties to the CBD, which took place in India in October 2012.

Sustainable Land Management

23. Heads of Government recognised the importance of addressing land degradation and, de-

sertification. They welcomed the decisions of the eleventh Conference of the Parties to the

United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Seri-

ous Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa (UNCCD) COP11, which took place

in Windhoek, Namibia, in September 2013. They recalled the Rio+20

Outcome “The Future We Want” which outlines global aspirations and strategic priorities,

including addressing the multiple challenges and threats related to natural and environ-

mental risks, particularly droughts, hurricanes, and floods, to ensure food security and im-

prove livelihoods for vulnerable communities. Heads of Government welcomed further dis-

cussion on the consideration on desertification, land degradation and drought in the post-

2015 development agenda. Heads also recognised the importance of multilateral coopera-

tion, sustained commitment and collective action, in particular, by the prevention of illicit

dumping of toxic and hazardous waste as well as the prevention and mitigation of soil

erosion and desertifcation.

24. Heads of Government emphasised the importance of the world s oceans and seas as the

basis for a broad range of critical economic and social activities, particularly for developing

countries and Small Island Developing States. It was reiterated that many Commonwealth

countries have sovereign rights and exercise jurisdiction, in accordance with the UN Con-

vention on the Law of the Sea, over areas of ocean space and resources, and that the sus-

tainable management of these areas provides significant opportunities for economic growth.

In that context, Heads further welcomed the Perth Principles of the Indian Ocean Rim Asso-

ciation.

25. Heads of Government reaffirmed the importance of integrated approaches to ocean gover-

nance, in accordance with international law, including the protection, promotion and de-

velopment of marine natural resources and all marine sectors. Heads also recognised the

potential for creation of sustainable employment for the benefit of the citizens of member

states from an ocean-based economy, including through sustainable fisheries and the ex-

ploration and development of petroleum and mineral reserves, renewable energy, shipping

and tourism.

26. The demand driving the illegal trade in wildlife and wildlife products, and the poaching of

endangered species which feeds this trade, has reached unprecedented levels, particularly

of elephants and rhinos from the parts of Africa. This threatens ecological security and

livelihoods of communities. Heads looked forward to the

forthcoming meeting being convened by Botswana on el-

ephants, and to a successful outcome from the London High

Level Conference on Illegal Wildlife Trade in February 2014.

Heads committed themselves to taking the urgent and deci-

sive action that is needed to tackle the illegal wildlife trade,

improving law enforcement, reducing demand for illegally

sourced products and supporting the development of sus-

tainable livelihoods to help poverty alleviation in affected

communities. Heads noted the positive role being played by

conservancies in generating incomes for communities while

utilizing wildlife resources sustainably.

27. Heads of Government noted that deforestation con-

tinued to account for approximately 20% of the global emis-

sions of greenhouse gases. In this regard, they acknowledge

that the Iwokrama Rainforest Programme continues to play

a valuable role in the Commonwealth s endeavours to pro-

mote research on the impact of climate change and in the development of models for sus-

tainable forest management in transition to low carbon development.

28. Heads therefore noted that efforts to develop sustainable financing have fallen short of

expectations and called on Commonwealth Governments and the Secretariat to intensify

efforts to find a long-term solution, including through potential collaboration with non-

Commonwealth countries as well as international organisations and private foundations, in

line with recommendations of the Eminent Persons Group s 2011 Report.

International Trade and Investment

29. Heads of Government adopted the Kotte Statement on International Trade and Investment.

G20

30. Heads welcomed progress being made in strengthening relations between the G20 and

Commonwealth members, including the establishment of the Annual Commonwealth Dia-

logue and regular G20 outreach with the Commonwealth.

31. Heads renewed with appreciation the recognition by the five Commonwealth G20 mem-

bers of their special responsibility to convey the perspectives and priority concerns of the

Commonwealth to the wider G20 membership, and conversely to keep fellow Common-

wealth members abreast of the G20 agenda. Heads requested Commonwealth Finance

Ministers to develop proposals for adoption at the Commonwealth Finance Ministers Meet-

ing in

2014 which can further deepen the Commonwealth s engagement with the G20.” Heads also

acknowledged the work being done by the Commonwealth members of the Global Gover-

nance Group 3G in encouraging the G20 to engage the wider UN membership. They wel-

comed Australia s forthcoming assumption of the G20 Presidency, and noted that this of-

fers an important opportunity to reflect Commonwealth priorities in advancing global de-

velopment policy challenges.

32. Heads welcomed the initiative of the G20 Development Working Group to conduct its first

accountability exercise and noted the detailed contributions made by Commonwealth de-

veloping country members.

Political Values
Democracy

33. Heads of Government noted the fundamental and abiding requirement for all Common-

wealth citizens to be able to participate in democratic processes and to hold their govern-

ments to account, in order to shape the communities in which they live. Heads affirmed

their conviction that it is the role not only of governments but also of political parties and

civil society to promote and uphold democratic culture and practices.

34. They recognised the role which local government in particular can play in enhancing the
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exercise of democratic governance and in the defining and delivery of essential services as

well as in promoting economic development. Heads endorsed the 2013 Kampala Declara-

tion on Developmental Local Government together with the accompanying Munyonyo State-

ment on Local Government’s Role in the post-2015 Development Agenda as well as the

declaration of 2014 as the year of Developmental Local Government.

Rule of Law

35. Heads of Government reaffirmed their belief in the rule of law as an essential element for

the protection of the people of the Commonwealth and as an assurance of accountable

government. They also reaffirmed their support for an independent, impartial, honest and

competent judiciary, recognising that an independent, effective and competent legal sys-

tem, prioritising timely administration of justice, is integral to upholding the rule of law,

engendering public confidence and dispensing justice. They also reiterated their support

for the Commonwealth Latimer House Principles and noted the importance of the separa-

tion of powers and maintaining the integrity of the roles of the Legislature, Executive and

Judiciary.

Human Rights

36. Heads reaffirmed their commitment, as set out in the Charter, to equality and respect for

the protection and promotion of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, includ-

ing the right to development for all. They urged members to accelerate efforts towards the

ratification of all major international human rights instruments to strengthen the imple-

mentation of rights and freedoms as enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights;

and to support the establishment and strengthening of National Human Rights Institutions

and/or regional mechanisms where suitable, in compliance with the Paris Principles.

37. Recognising that the right to development is an integral part of all human rights and funda-

mental freedoms, Heads acknowledged that lasting progress towards the implementation

of the right to development requires effective development policies at the national level, as

well as equitable economic relations and favourable economic environment at the interna-

tional level.

38. Heads welcomed Resolution 65/155 of 20 December 2012, by which the United Nations

General Assembly decided to proclaim the „International Decade for People of African De-

scent: Recognition, Justice and Development.  They hoped that this development would

significantly enhance the promotion, protection and fulfillment of the rights of people of

African descent in the diaspora, including restoration of their human dignity and their inte-

gration as full citizens in the societies in which they live for overall attainment of national

identity and social cohesion. Heads noted with appreciation the decision of the UN General

Assembly on the convening of the World Conference for Indigenous Peoples, scheduled for

22–23 September 2014 in New York.

39. Heads noted the 20th anniversary of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action,

including the outcome of the Vienna +20 process which agreed to develop action oriented

recommendations on how to strengthen further the international human rights system

including the Universal Periodic Review (UPR). Consequently, Heads remained committed

to assisting countries to build capacity to work with the UPR and implement the accepted

recommendations with the assistance of the Secretariat as appropriate. They noted the

work being done by the Secretariat in this regard, particularly with small states, and en-

couraged these efforts to continue.

Freedom of Expression

40. Heads of Government reaffirmed their commitment to peaceful, open dialogue and the

free flow of information, including through a free and responsible media, and to enhancing

democratic traditions and strengthening democratic processes. Heads recalled that the

Commonwealth Commission on Respect and Understanding highlighted the importance of

the role of the media in contributing to advancing peace and development. They also

recognised the media s role in fostering dialogue among citizens as key to strengthening

democracy, social harmony and inclusion. Heads noted that social media had introduced a

new dimension and agreed to share best practices within the Commonwealth to respond to

the resultant opportunities and challenges. They also affirmed that the same rights and

responsibilities that people have offline must also be protected online, in particular free-

dom of expression, in accordance with Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human

Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

41. In this context, Heads requested the Secretary-General to review the Commonwealth Me-

dia Development Fund in order to examine how it can be renewed in its purpose to build

the capacity of a free and responsible media. The exercise of these rights carries with it

special duties and responsibilities and may therefore be subject to certain restrictions, but

these shall only be such as are provided by law and are necessary for respect of the rights or

reputation of others, protection of national security or public order, or of public health or

morals.

Freedom of Religion or Belief

42. Heads of Government noted that everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience

and religion or belief. Heads urged States to step up their efforts to protect and promote

freedom of thought, conscience and religion or belief. Heads also noted the responsibility

of states to protect vulnerable persons from religious fanaticism. Heads stressed the impor-

tance of a continued and strengthened dialogue including among individuals of, and within,

different religions and beliefs, and with broader participation, including of women, to pro-

mote greater tolerance, respect and mutual understanding.

Women and the Girl Child

43. Heads agreed that the Commonwealth will continue to address the issue of child, early and

forced marriage, giving due consideration to the domestic legislation of member countries

and relevant international law. In this context, Heads noted the recent Commonwealth

Roundtable on early and forced marriage and mandated the Commonwealth Secretariat,

within the scope of the Strategic Plan, to continue with this area of work including the

sharing of best practices, challenges, achievements, and to address implementation gaps

to prevent and eliminate child, early and forced marriage.

Corruption

44. Heads called for concerted and accelerated efforts to eliminate all forms of corruption, both

at national and international levels, including by acceding to and implementing the UN

Convention on Corruption (UNCAC). Heads called for an end to impunity in this context.

Heads supported Commonwealth action on corruption, in particular the cooperation of

member states in identifying, tracing, freezing and returning illegally acquired funds and

assets to their countries of origin, in accordance with the UNCAC.

Audit Institutions

45. Heads recognised the contribution that strong, properly resourced and independent su-

preme audit institutions play in improving transparency, accountability and value for money

to ensure that public funds are appropriately spent.

Public Accounts Committees

46. Heads of Government further reaffirmed that strong and independent Parliamentary over-

sight plays an important role in preserving the trust of citizens in the integrity of govern-

ment, through Public Accounts Committees that are effective, independent and transpar-

ent.

Natural Resource Management

47. Recalling their commitment in the Perth 2011 Communiqué to promote more effective

natural resource management through greater transparency and better governance, Heads

committed to support work towards a common global standard for transparency in the

natural resources extractive sector. While respecting sovereign rights and based on national

priorities, Heads agreed to build capacity in and share best practice on resource manage-

ment, to provide access to research, education and training, and technical and policy exper-

tise. They welcomed existing partnerships between Commonwealth members and called

for the extension of such collaboration. They noted the new extractive Industries Transpar-

ency Initiative Standard and encouraged Commonwealth countries to consider supporting

or implementing it. They further welcomed international action to introduce reporting rules

for extractive companies to report their payments to governments and encouraged Com-

monwealth countries to consider adopting such rules, including inter-company lending. Heads

encouraged that mining should benefit local communities.

Tax Policy

48. Heads noted the importance of payment of taxes and collection of revenue. They recognise

the need for agreed approaches and enhanced international cooperation on international

tax policy and requested the Secretariat to consider how these objectives could be ad-

vanced.

Transparency of Money Transfers

49. Heads expressed their commitment to fight money laundering and financing for terrorism,

and encouraged all countries to tackle the risks raised by the opacity of legal persons and

arrangements. They agreed, in this context, to take measures to meet the Financial Action

Task Force standards, with a view to ensuring that there is no selective approach to FATF

standards.

50. Heads emphasised the need for concerted efforts aimed at ensuring safe, secure, cost-ef-

fective and accessible channels for legitimate money transfer operations worldwide so as

to ensure that this critical lifeline to developing countries is not compromised. They further

noted the need for an appropriate national regulatory regime, where required, to support

this objective.

CMAG

51. Heads of Government recalled the importance they attached to the Commonwealth Minis-

terial Action Group (CMAG) as the custodian of the Commonwealth s fundamental political

values. Heads adopted the Report of the Commonwealth Ministerial Action Group, which

outlined the Group s deliberations in the period since their last Meeting in 2011. They

encouraged CMAG to continue to work to implement the strengthened mandate given to it

by Heads in 2011 to protect and promote the Commonwealth s fundamental political val-

ues.

52. Heads agreed that the following countries will serve on CMAG for the next two years: Cyprus,

Guyana, India, New Zealand, Pakistan, Sierra Leone, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka (ex-officio

as Chair in Office) and Tanzania

Small States

53. Heads of Government welcomed the report of the Commonwealth Ministerial Meeting on

Small States, held in Colombo on 12 November 2013. They noted with concern that Small

States, including Small Island Developing States, were disproportionately impacted by the

global economic crisis and have been slow to recover. Some Small States are now struggling

to meet the Millennium Development Goals, and several are experiencing various develop-

mental challenges, including high debt burdens which pose a severe threat to their growth.

Recognising that Small States confront unique structural challenges and inherent vulner-

abilities, Heads encouraged further interaction between Small States to address common

issues and share best practice, including within the framework of ongoing development co-

operation with traditional partners. They welcomed work by the Commonwealth Secre-

tariat to further advance and deepen its small states resilience framework and its practical

application. Heads also agreed to the establishment of an Open-Ended Ministerial Group to

progress practical and concrete proposals to address the priority development concerns of

Commonwealth small states, including through the Third International Conference on Small

Island Developing States in 2014 and development of the post-2015 development agenda.

54. Heads of  Government welcomed  Malta s offer  to establish  a  Small States Centre of

Excellence that will impart targeted capacity building programmes and interventions in the

areas of both democracy and development.

Small States Debt

55. Heads welcomed the report of the Commonwealth High-Level Mission on the debt and

financing challenges of Small States. Heads emphasised the need to continue advancing

global awareness of unsustainable Small States  debt and the accompanying financing chal-

lenges they confront, building on the

Mission s recent work. They endorsed the recommendations of the

Mission’s

Report, underlining the importance of continued collaboration within the international com-

munity to address these debt and financing challenges and to build small states  resilience,

as well as continued engagement on innovative solutions such as the Mission s proposals

for debt reduction and the inclusion of a vulnerability criterion in debt alleviation interven-

tions and allocation procedures of international financial institutions. Heads reaffirmed their

support for the Commonwealth Secretariat s current debt management and recording work.

2014 SIDS Conference

56. Heads called on the international community to work towards practical, tangible outcomes

from the 2014 Third International Conference on Small Island Developing States (SIDS) in

Samoa, building on its theme as agreed by

SIDS: the sustainable development of SIDS through genuine and durable partnerships , to

ensure progress on sustainable development priorities, and to ensure that the post-2015

global development framework effectively addresses and adequately responds to the needs

and specific concerns of Small States.

57. They urged that special efforts be made by member states to deliver practical assistance

towards the efficient and sustainable use of marine resources, as well as in other areas

including energy and tourism. They called upon states offering such assistance to adopt

strategies to enhance the use, management and sustainability of such resources, bearing in

mind the critical linkages with food and livelihood security, in particular for developing states.

Heads noted with satisfaction that the Commonwealth Secretariat s new Strategic Plan

included continued advocacy with the international financial institutions to address small

states  challenges and to identify creative solutions.

Middle Income Countries

58. Heads recognised that Middle Income Countries consist of a wide range of diverse states,

which contribute to international economic stability, while still facing specific challenges

and needs in the context of the contemporary global environment. Heads acknowledged

the need to identify development challenges particular to Middle Income Countries and

assist in overcoming theses. They emphasised the imperative need for Middle Income Coun-

tries to have a greater voice in the global decision making process, particularly in global

financial institutions, including through intensified international cooperation among Middle

Income Countries.

Global Threats and Challenges Terrorism

59. Heads of Government reaffirmed their unequivocal condemnation of terrorism and extrem-

ism in all its forms and manifestations, committed by whomever, wherever, and for what-

ever purposes. They stressed their unwavering commitment to combating terrorism, in-

cluding international networks on money laundering and financing and rejected the pay-

ment of ransom as a source of terrorist funding. They emphasised the need for continued

solidarity and strengthened resolve to counter terrorism both within and between coun-

tries and recognised that new vigour needs to be injected in the negotiations to agree a

Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism.

60. Heads called for a comprehensive approach to working with UN and regional mechanisms

aimed at tackling terrorism, including by acceding to the full range of conventions and pro-

tocols and accelerating the implementation of the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy

and relevant United Nations Security Council Resolutions, all of which are consistent with

the Commonwealth Plan of Action on Terrorism.

61. Recalling the Commonwealth s Commission on Respect and Understanding, Heads called

for continued efforts to address circumstances which contribute to radicalisation, extrem-

ism and the growth of terrorism.

62. Endorsing the efforts of the Global Movement of Moderates, Heads reaffirmed the impor-

tance of moderation as an all-encompassing approach to tackle global challenges and threats

to international peace and security.

Piracy

63. Heads of Government expressed their deep concern at the incidence of piracy and armed

robbery at sea and acknowledged the continued threat to international navigation, mari-

time security, trade and socio-economic development. They urged member states and the

international community to continue to cooperate to the fullest possible extent to combat

maritime crime in accordance with their national laws and in a manner consistent with

international law. In this regard, Heads called for concerted efforts by member states to

strengthen their counter-piracy capacities and co-operation by sharing knowledge, strate-

gies, resources and best practice through ad hoc, informal or formal arrangements.

Cyberspace

64. Heads of Government reaffirmed the importance of addressing the increasing threat of

cybercrime, which poses a major obstacle to socio-economic growth, peace and stability.

They encouraged collaboration by member states with relevant international organisations

and agencies, to develop appropriate programmes of technical assistance, in order to en-

hance capacity in resource-constrained settings. Heads noted the Commonwealth

Cybercrime Initiative and the recent endorsement of its methodology by Senior Officials of

Commonwealth Law Ministries in September 2013 and called for the provision of assis-

tance to developing countries on their cybercrime issues.

Small Arms and Light Weapons Trade

65. Heads of Government acknowledged adoption of the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) in April 2013,

aimed at regulating international trade in conventional arms and its opening for signature

in June 2013. They underscored the grave impact of small arms and light weapons prolifera-

tion, and the use of conventional arms by terrorists, including in Africa, and the need to

curb such proliferation of illicit trade as a matter of priority. They called for the full and

effective implementation of the UN Programme of Action on Small Arms and Light Weap-

ons in all its aspects and in this regard welcomed the adoption of UN Security Council Reso-

lution 2117 on illicit arms trafficking in September 2013. They acknowledged the accession

to the ATT by a number of countries and called on others to consider doing so. They urged

member states to continue to support the UN s efforts to combat and eradicate the illicit

trade of small arms and light weapons, and ammunitions and munitions used by such weapons.

Sexual Violence in Armed Conflict

66. Heads denounced the dehumanizing and cowardly use of sexual violence in armed conflict

and as a weapon of war. In addition to the long term physical and psychological trauma

suffered by survivors, it undermines the social and economic wellbeing, development, peace

and stability of communities and countries. In this context, they noted the 24 September

2013 UK-sponsored Declaration of Commitment to End Sexual Violence in Armed Conflict.

They requested the Secretary-General to support conflict affected states in strengthening

their capacity to prevent and respond to sexual violence in armed conflict, and to ensure

that all relevant programmes in the fields of International Peace and Security, Rule of Law,

Gender Equality, Human Rights, and the Role of Civil Society address these issues and take

into full consideration the needs and rights of women and children, within the parameters

of the Secretariat s new Strategic Plan.

67. Heads agreed to encourage, support and protect the efforts of civil society organisations,

including women s groups and human rights defenders, to improve the monitoring and

documentation of cases of sexual violence in armed conflict without fear of reprisal and

empower victims to access justice. Building on the Tenth Commonwealth Women s Affairs

Ministers Meeting (10WAMM) Communiqué, they also called for women s full participa-

tion in all political, governance and security structures, as well as decision-making processes,

including peace-building and prevention and accountability efforts, and to ensure that such

processes also take into full consideration the needs and rights of women and children.

Youth

68. Heads adopted the Magampura Declaration of Commitment to Young People.

Gender

69. Heads reaffirmed the conviction that gender equality and empowerment of women are at

the core of human development. They endorsed the Communique of 10WAMM held in

Dhaka, Bangladesh, in June 2013, and welcomed the call for the prioritisation of gender

equality and women s empowerment in the post-2015 development framework as well as

the work of the Commonwealth Secretariat. They supported a twin-track approach to en-

sure that gender equality is both considered as a standalone goal as well as mainstreamed

across all goals and sectors. Heads underscored the importance of women s economic em-

powerment and leadership as well as the urgent need for policy attention on violence against

women.

70. While underlining the importance of encouraging economic growth, Heads noted that eco-

nomic growth alone does not automatically lead to progress in human and sustainable

development or narrow inequalities, especially gender inequalities. They reaffirmed the

importance of supporting women’s leadership, including in enterprise and urged the Com-

monwealth Secretariat, as agreed in the Strategic Plan, to accelerate implementation of

the CHOGM 2011 recommendation on gender mainstreaming within the Secretariat and

across all its Commonwealth work and efforts to promote a holistic empowerment of women

as a driver of economic growth, gender equality and inclusive sustainable development.

They called for innovative, inclusive and accessible financing mechanisms as well as capac-

ity building to advance women s entrepreneurship.

Education

71. Heads noted the outcomes of the Commonwealth Education Ministers Meeting in Mauritius

in 2012 and welcomed their efforts to engage in discussion on education in the post-2015

framework and in the identification of early childhood education and development as a

priority for the Commonwealth in the post-2015 development framework. They called on

member states to ensure that each child is able to complete a full cycle of good quality

education, which includes technical and vocational education, regardless of circumstance.

Heads noted that persons most vulnerable to poverty are those with low levels of educa-

tion. Education is notably a key catalyst for achieving national development and, as such,

contributes to efforts aimed at addressing, inter alia, climate change; food security; and

peace, security and stability. Heads of Government noted the continuing challenge of un-

derachievement and high drop-out rates in education systems and called for stronger ef-

forts to be made to address the issue.

72. Heads noted that the most important driver of exclusion from education is poverty. It re-

mains the case that the biggest factors affecting an individual s educational achievement

and income potential are the education levels and income of their parents. 57 million pri-

mary school aged children are currently out-of-school, and the majority of these come from

poor backgrounds. Breaking this cycle is a key. Education is the catalyst for human develop-

ment, creating the conditions for progress in health and gender equity and it plays a key

role in helping to tackle some of the world s other pressing challenges.

Health

73. Heads reiterated the importance of having a healthy people in order to ensure sustainable

development. Heads welcomed and endorsed the outcomes of the Commonwealth Health

Ministers Meeting held in Geneva in May 2013, which focused on the issue of mental health,

building on work undertaken in recent years on non-communicable diseases

(NCDs).Recognising that progress on many of the MDGs remains to be achieved and recall-

ing their commitment to maternal and child health in the CHOGM 2011 Communique, Heads

further urged members to consider health, especially of children and women, as well as

nutritional, sexual and reproductive health, in government policies and in discussions on

the post-2015 development framework. Heads also called for enhanced efforts to promote

and support actions towards the sharing and exchange of experiences and best practices.

74. Heads emphasised the importance of access to affordable medicine, including generic medi-

cine, as a critical element in the efforts for universal health coverage. Confronted by pov-

erty alleviation and the burden of communicable and non-communicable diseases, Heads

noted with concern the difficulties faced by developing countries to access essential medi-

cines and medical equipment in the international market. In this context, Heads of Govern-

ment committed to working together to promote greater engagement in the health sector

and encouraged enhanced collaboration among member states in research, development,

manufacturing and distribution of quality and affordable pharmaceutical products in the

Commonwealth. They further recognised the need for the United Nations and its related

agencies to facilitate access to affordable, safe and effective medicine.

75. Heads agreed on the need to improve collaboration on pressing global public health issues

relating to infection prevention and control issues which are the cause of many avoidable
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illnesses and premature deaths, including work to ensure more appropriate use of antibiotics.

Social Development

76. Heads of Government recognised that despite huge investments, people s access to health

and education – particularly access to resources and services, and ensuring inclusive social

development with equitable outcomes – has been difficult to achieve. Current economic

models that encourage investments in the social sectors are inadequate to improve quality

of life and life satisfaction as they often do not consider the social determinants of sustain-

able development. There is a need for a transformation in existing investment trends in the

social sector so that persistent inequalities are addressed and unmet education and health

needs are fully realised.

Fiji

77. Heads reiterated the Commonwealth s unwavering solidarity with the people of Fiji, and

their expectation of Fiji s reinstatement as a full member of the Commonwealth family,

through the restoration of constitutional civilian democracy, the rule of law and human

rights, in accordance with Commonwealth fundamental political values, as enshrined in the

Charter. They noted the promulgation of the new Constitution of Fiji as a step towards the

restoration of democracy and the holding of national elections in 2014. They welcomed the

Commonwealth Secretariat s provision of technical advice and support to the electoral prepa-

rations, including the offer of election observers. Heads urged that an independent na-

tional election commission be established rapidly, to oversee the conduct of credible and

inclusive elections on a level playing field. They requested the Secretary-General and CMAG

to remain engaged with a view to restoring full adherence to Commonwealth values.

Cyprus

78. Reaffirming previous CHOGM Communiqués, Heads of Government expressed full support

for the sovereignty, independence, territorial integrity and unity of the Republic of Cyprus.

They agreed to support the efforts for a comprehensive settlement of the Cyprus problem,

under the auspices of the UN Secretary General, based on the UN Charter and the relevant

United Nations Security Council Resolutions (UNSCRs) for a State of Cyprus with a single

sovereignty, single international personality and a single citizenship, in a bicommunal, bizonal

federation with political equality as described in the relevant UNSCRs.

79. Heads called for the implementation of United Nations Security Council Resolutions on

Cyprus, in particular 365 (1974), 541 (1983), 550 (1984), and 1251 (1999), and reiterated

their support for the full respect of the human rights of all Cypriots, including their right to

property; for the implementation of the relevant decisions of the European Court of Jus-

tice; and, for the accounting for all missing persons. They also extended their full support

and solidarity to the Republic of Cyprus in the exercise of its sovereign rights under interna-

tional law, including the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, to explore and exploit the

natural resources in its Exclusive Economic Zone, and called for the avoidance of actions

and statements that threaten stability in the Eastern Mediterranean.

Belize

80. Heads of Government expressed disappointment that the simultaneous referendums sched-

uled for 6 October 2013 were not held due to Guatemala s decision to postpone. Heads

emphasised the importance of preserving the 2008 Special Agreement between Belize and

Guatemala, which commits both parties  to  holding  simultaneous  referendums  on  sub-

mitting  Guatemala’s Territorial, Insular and Maritime claim to the International Court of

Justice. Heads urged both Parties to agree on a new date for the simultaneous referendums

to take place within the shortest possible time.

81. Heads called on the international community to continue to support the process under the

auspices of the Organisation of American States, engage with the parties to augment confi-

dence building measures, and assist in their efforts to reach a final settlement. Heads noted

with concern the environmental degradation faced by Belize as a result of cross-border

extraction of natural resources, including through illegal logging and mining. Heads reiter-

ated their firm support for the territorial integrity, security and sovereignty of Belize, and

requested the Secretary-General to continue to convene the Commonwealth Ministerial

Committee on Belize as required.

Guyana

82. Heads of Government received an update on Guyana-Venezuela relations and expressed

their satisfaction with the efforts of the two countries to further strengthen their relation-

ship. They however noted with concern the recent action by a Venezuelan Navy vessel – an

action which was immediately endorsed by the Government of Venezuela vessel that had

been operating with the Exclusive Economic Zone of Guyana.

- in forcibly detaining a research permission of Guyana within the

83. Heads noted the positions of Guyana and Venezuela that the two countries would continue

to proceed to settle their differences through dialogue and cooperation. They therefore

welcomed the decision of the respective Foreign Ministers to explore mechanisms, within

the context of international law, to address the issue of maritime delimitation between the

two states. Heads of Government reaffirmed their unequivocal support for the maintenance

and preservation of Guyana s sovereignty and territorial integrity.

The Gambia

84. Heads of Government noted with regret the recent decision of The Gambia to withdraw

from Commonwealth membership. They looked forward to the country s eventual return

and encouraged engagement with The Gambia towards that end.

Commonwealth Collaboration Movement of  Commonwealth Citizens

85. Heads recognised the importance to the people of the Commonwealth of their being able

to move more easily between Commonwealth countries, and noted the report commis-

sioned by the Secretary-General aimed at promoting easier cross-border movement of Com-

monwealth citizens on bona fide travel. Heads requestedthat a working group of officials be

created by the Secretary-General to consider the report s recommendations in the lead up

to the 2015 CHOGM, and to provide detailed proposals, including any other regimes that

better facilitate free movement of Commonwealth citizens.

86. Heads of Government recognised that migration is an important component of the devel-

opment process. Heads, recognising the economic and social benefits of migration for coun-

tries of origin as well as destination, emphasised the need for effective international coop-

eration to address international and intra-Commonwealth migration, opportunities and

challenges, in countries of origin, transit and destination, with a view to maximising ben-

efits for all migrants. They called for cooperation to combat irregular migration and traffick-

ing in persons in accordance with bilateral agreements and international obligations. Heads

of Government, recalling the link between Migration and Development, welcomed the out-

come of the 2nd UN High Level Dialogue on International Migration and Development held

in New York on 3-4 October 2013. Heads noted that it is important to consider migration

issues in their contributions to the preparatory process that will establish the post-2015

development agenda.

Com Partnership

87. Heads of Government welcomed the „ComPartnership  initiative, a contemporary platform

to unlock the potential for bilateral technical cooperation and the creation of collaboration

between Commonwealth member states. They noted that this would be sought through

the creation of an on-line resource database to be hosted on the Secretariat s web-based

platform „Commonwealth Connects .

Commonwealth Plan for Broadband Inclusion

88. Heads of Government welcomed the initiative of the Commonwealth Secretariat, the Com-

monwealth Telecommunications Organisation (CTO), and the International Telecommuni-

cation Union (ITU) to work together in a multi-stakeholder partnership to support the de-

velopment of National Broadband Policies and Strategies in those Commonwealth coun-

tries where they are yet to be developed. They noted that this would help bridge the broad-

band divide and ensure accessible and affordable access to broadband, as the foundation

for a contemporary digital economy, thereby enabling all Commonwealth citizens to ben-

efit from the opportunities that broadband access affords for economic growth and human

wellbeing in the interconnected global economy, and to take advantage of the potential of

the „Commonwealth Connects  web platform. They also noted the importance of enhanced

international cooperation to support implementation of national policies and strategies to

promote universal digital access.

Commonwealth Games

89. Heads of Government looked forward to the 20th Commonwealth Games to be held in

Glasgow in 2014.

Diamond Jubilee Trust

90. Heads of Government noted with satisfaction the breadth of support from across the Com-

monwealth afforded to the Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Trust, established to mark

sixty years of dedication and service by the Head of the Commonwealth. They welcomed

the Trust s planned focus on youth leadership and on avoidable blindness across the Com-

monwealth, in programmes to be delivered over the next five years designed to achieve a

substantial impact and sustainable legacy. They encouraged the Trust to work in partner-

ship with the Vision 2020 alliance with the aim of making a decisive contribution to the

objective of global elimination of avoidable blindness by 2020, and the Commonwealth

Youth Programme and Commonwealth Youth Council to advance the Youth Leadership

Programme.

Centenary of World War I

91. Heads of Government noted that 2014 would mark the centenary of the start of the First

World War. They recognised that the centenary is an opportunity to remember history, the

enormous contribution and ultimate sacrifice made during the War and to focus on the

lessons of the past and the imperative of peace.

Commonwealth Organisations

Commonwealth Secretariat

92. Heads of Government received the Secretary-General s biennial report with appreciation.

They recalled that they had requested the Secretary-General at their last Meeting in 2011

to introduce an ambitious programme of reform, noted with appreciation the implementa-

tion of the recommendations of the Eminent Persons Group and looked forward to the

early completion of this process. They encouraged the necessary and significant reform of

the Secretariat and noted the progress made by the Secretariat. They welcomed within this

context, the adoption of a new Strategic Plan and a focused work plan within a results-

based framework. They called on the Secretariat to continue to make progress in imple-

menting institutional reforms and modernizing the organization for greater efficiency, ef-

fectiveness and development results as well asaccountability and transparency and to be

reflective of the aspirations of member states. They also noted the continued growth of the

„Commonwealth Connects  web platform for contemporary networking amongst Common-

wealth communities of practice, as well as the work in hand to create online health and

education hubs for collaboration and networking as a part of the Secretariat s broader ap-

proved work Programme to advance social development.

Commonwealth of Learning

93. Heads of Government congratulated the Commonwealth of Learning (COL) on its 25th anni-

versary and noted COL’s ongoing support to member states in enhancing access to formal

and non-formal education and training through the use of appropriate technologies. They

commended COL for evolving to remain relevant to the needs of member states; for its

enhanced focus on outcomes and impact, and on delivering value for money. They appreci-

ated COL’s ‘learning for development’ approach, which can effectively address develop-

ment issues such as poverty, inequity, food security and health. They expressed particular

appreciation for the Virtual University for Small States of the Commonwealth, in which all

thirty two Small States are active members. Heads encouraged COL to develop further in-

novations in educational technologies and models for replication by other countries and

stakeholders.

Commonwealth Foundation

94. Heads of Government received with appreciation the report of the Commonwealth Foun-

dation and its four year strategic plan 2012-2016. They commended the re-launch of the

Foundation in 2012 and noted the organisation s focus on enabling citizens to engage with

the institutions that shape people s lives. They affirmed dialogue between civil society and

governments as an intrinsic feature of the Commonwealth. They welcomed the Foundation

s contribution to the post-2015 global development agenda, support to civil society voice

at Commonwealth Ministerial Meetings, notably the 18th  Conference  of  Commonwealth

Education  Ministers  and  10th Commonwealth Women s Affairs Ministers Meeting, and the

development of the Commonwealth Writers initiative. They noted the Foundation s re-

sults-based approach to programming and grant making and called on the Foundation to

ensure that its grants are rationalised and targeted to have maximum impact. They wel-

comed Bangladesh to membership of the Foundation.

Other Commonwealth Organisations

95. Heads warmly welcomed the many and diverse inputs and support for the Commonwealth

association at large and its shared values, principles and goals made by accredited Com-

monwealth organisations. They expressed their particular appreciation for the reports and

contributions of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, Commonwealth Business

Council, and Commonwealth Local Government Forum.

96. Heads  recalled  the  importance  which  they  had  earlier  expressed  in  the Affirmation of

Commonwealth Values and Principles  and which they continued to attach to common ac-

tion by Commonwealth organisations that contributed to collective support and promotion

of Commonwealth values, principles and goals.

97. Heads  welcomed  the  outcomes  of  the  Commonwealth  People s  Forum,

Business Forum, and Youth Forum. Future Meetings

98. Heads of Government welcomed and accepted the offer of the Prime Minister of Malta to

host their next Meeting in 2015. They also welcomed the offers of Vanuatu and Malaysia to

host the 2017 and 2019 CHOGMs respectively.

The Prime Minister of

New Zealand calls on

Sri Lanka’s President

Rajapaksa

The Prime Minster of New Zealand Mr. John Key, who is currently in Sri Lanka to attend the

Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) 2013, called on Sri Lanka’s President

Mahinda Rajapaksa for bilateral discussions, in Colombo, Sri Lanka on Sunday, Nov. 17, 2013

PM Manmohan Singh

absence from CHOGM
Prime Minister of India Manmohan Singh absence from Commonwealth Heads of Government

Meeting (CHOGM) 2013, due to internal Indian politics, and its summit held on Sri Lanka. He

lost Indian opportunities  to acheive from this forum.

Prime Minister of

Solomon Islands calls

on Sri Lanka’s President

Rajapaksa

Prime Minister of Solomon Islands Mr. Gordon Darcy Lilo, who is currently in Sri Lanka to attend

the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) 2013, called on Sri Lanka’s Presi-

dent Mahinda Rajapaksa for bilateral discussions, in Colombo, Sri Lanka, on Saturday, Nov. 16,

2013.

The Spouses of Foreign

Dignitaries pose for an

Official Photograph at

The President’s House,

Colombo

The Spouses of Foreign Dignitaries who are currently in Sri Lanka to attend the Commonwealth

Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) 2013, pose for an Official Photograph at The President’s

House, Colombo, Sri Lanka, Friday, Nov. 15, 2013.

The Prime Minister of Australia calls

on Sri Lanka’s President Rajapaksa

Issues & Agenda of

CHOGM
During the 1980s, CHOGMs were dominated by calls for the Commonwealth to impose sanc-

tions on South Africa to pressure the country to end apartheid. The division between the

United Kingdom during the government of Margaret Thatcher which resisted the call for sanc-

tions and African Commonwealth countries was intense at times and led to speculation that

the organisation might collapse.

In 2011, British Prime Minister David Cameron informed the British House of Commons that

his proposals to reform the rules governing royal succession, a change which would require

the approval of all Commonwealth realms, was approved at the 28–30 October CHOGM in

Perth, subsequently referred to as the Perth Agreement.

Under the Millbrook Commonwealth Action Programme, each CHOGM is responsible for re-

newing the remit of the Commonwealth Ministerial Action Group, whose responsibility it is

to uphold the Harare Declaration on the core political principles of the Commonwealth.

Incidents

As the convocation of heads of governments and permanent Commonwealth staff and ex-

perts, CHOGMs are the highest institution of action in the Commonwealth, and rare occa-

sions on which Commonwealth leaders all come together. CHOGMs have been the venues of

many of the Commonwealth's most dramatic events. Robert Mugabe announced Zimbabwe's

immediate withdrawal from the Commonwealth at the 2003 CHOGM, and Nigeria's execu-

tion of Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight others on the first day of the 1995 CHOGM led to that country's

suspension. It has also been the trigger of a number of events that have shook participating

countries domestically. The departure of Uganda's President Milton Obote to the 1971 CHOGM

allowed Idi Amin to overthrow Obote's government. Similarly, President James Mancham's

attendance of the 1977 CHOGM gave Prime Minister France-Albert René the opportunity to

seize power in the Seychelles.


